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THE DEVELOPMENT OF CAMBERED AIRFOIL SECTIONS HAVING FAVORABLE LIFT
CHARACTERISTICS AT SUPERCRITICAL MACH NUMBERS

By Dowaxrp J. GRamAM

SUMDMARY

Sereral groups of new airfoil sections, designated as the
NACA 8-series, are derived analytically to hare lift character-
istics at supercritical Jlach numbers which are farvorable in the
sense that the abrupt loss of lift, characteristic of the usual airfoil
section at Aach numbers abore the critical, is avoided. Aero-
dynamic characteristics determined from two-dimensional
wind-tunnel tests at Jlach numbers up to approximately 0.9
are presented for each of the derived airfoils. Comparisons
are made between the characteristics of these airfoils and the
corresponding characteristics of representative NACA 6-series
airfoils.

The experimental results confirm the design expectations in
demonstrating for the NACA 8-series airfoils either no varia-
tion, or an increase from the low-speed design value, in the Lift
coefficient at a constant angle of attack with increasing Alach
number abore the critical. It was not found possible to im-
prove the variation with Afach number of the slope of the lift
curve for these airfoils aborve that for the NACA 6-series
airfoils. The drag characteristics of the new airfoils are some-
what inferior to those of the NACA 6-series with respect to
divergence with DMach number, but the pitching-moment
characteristics are more farorable for the thinner new sections
in demonstrating somewhat smaller variations of moment
coefficient with both angle of attack and Aach number.

The effect on the aerodynamic characteristics at high Mach
numbers of removing the cusp from the trailing-edge regions
of two 10-percent-chordthick NACA 8-series airfoils is de-
termined to be negligible.

The use of a negatively deflected plain flap at supereritical
Mach numbers on an NACA 6-series airfoil is indicated to
be a feasible and promising means for obtaining on demand the
Javorable variation with MMach number of the lift coefficient
at a given angle of attack, characteristic of the NACA 8-series
airfoils, while retaining at all other times the superior drag
characteristics of the NACA 6-series type of airfoil.

INTRODUCTION

The usual positively cambered airfoil sections exhibit two
particularly undesirable characteristics at supercritical Mach
numbers. The angle of attack corresponding to the design
lift coefficient increases rapidly with increasing Mach num-
ber above that for lift divergence, and the lift-curve slope
decreases sharply at these Mach numbers. The effects of

these characteristics- on airplanes employing such wing
sections is to alter, respectively, the longitudinal trim and the
longitudinal stability and controllability in such a manner
as to promote serious airplane diving attitudes, recovery
from which may be extremely difficult with normal controls.
(See reference 1.) On light highly maneuverable aircraft,
these characteristics can be avoided or satisfactorily coped
with by the use of symmetrical airfoil sections and special
controls. Neither of these means is advisable for large
heavily loaded aireraft, however; the first, because in this

case the airfoil must of necessity carry some design lift, and

the second, because, as is stated in reference 1, the trim
changes occur so abruptly that the aireraft would be sub-

jected to dangerously high accelerations before the controls
The logical means for avoiding the trim

could be reset.
and stability changes on large airplanes is the employment of
airfoil sections having no adverse changes with Mach num-

ber of the angle of attack for the design lift coefficient and_

of the slope of the lift curve. The development of airfoils
having such characteristics at supercritical Mach numbers
has accordingly been made the subject of an intensive search,

Although it has not yet been found possible to control the
variation with Mach number of the lift-curve slope, a means
for achieving a favorable variation with Mach number of the
lift of a positively cambered airfoil at the design attitude
has been conceived by H. Julisn Allen of the Ames Aero-
nautical Laboratory. This principle has been employed to

derive analytically & new group of airfoil sections, designated

the NACA 8-series. The aerodynamic characteristics of
these airfoils have been determined experimentally in the
Ames 1- by 3%-foot high-speed wind tunnel, and the results
have, in most cases, confirmed the design expectations. An
account of the eirfoil development, analytical and experi-
mental, is the subject of the present report.

ATRFOIL DEVELOPMENT

It was observed early in the course of investigations of com-
pressibility effects on airfoil characteristics that the initial
loss in lift (sometimes termed the ““shock stall’’} experienced
at supercritical Mach numbers was associated with the forma-
tion of a compression shock wave on the upper surface of an
airfoil before the critical Mach number of the lower surface
had been exceeded. It has been concluded that the loss in

lift results from an effective change in the airfoil camber oc-

casioned by a suddenly thickened boundary layer behind the
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shock wave on the upper surface while the boundary layer
on the lower surface remains sensibly unchanged. Preyious
research has been aimed at continuously increasing the Mach
number of occurrence of the compression shock so as to delay
the shock stall. In the present development the upper-
surface shock wave is accepted, but the associated loss in
airfoil lift is forestalled by inducing & corresponding shock,
with accompanying boundary-layer growth, to occur on the
lower surface.

It was reasoned that if the flow over both surfaces could.
be kept similar at supereritical Mach numbers the net lift.

of an airfoil could be maintained at an approximately
constant design value. To effect this result the respective
minimum pressures on the upper and lower surfaces would
have to be equal. Because the drag characteristics at
supercritical Mach numbers would be adversely affected by
simultanous occurrence of compression shocks on the
respective surfaces, it would be desirable to obtain the
highest possible airfoil critical Mach number, It was
further realized that, to produce a positive lift force on the
airfoil at supercritical Mach numbers under this condition,
the position of minimum pressure would have to be located
farther aft on the lower surface than on the upper surface.
The respective upper- and lower- surface minimum pressures
being equal, a more severe adverse pressure gradient would
thus be imposed aft of the minimum pressure position on
the lower surface, forcing a greater thickening of the bound-
ary layer on this surface at Mach numbers above_the

critical. The effect of the thickened lower-surface boundary

layer should compensate, to a degree depending upon the
respective upper- and lower-surface velocity distributions,
for the upper-surface boundary-layer growth and result in
either no change or an effectively positive change in the
airfoil camber at Mach numbers above the critical. It
was therefore concluded that, by suitably choosing the
velocity distributions over the upper and lower surfaces,
airfoil sections could be designed to have, at a given angle
of attack, an approximately constant or an increased lift at
supercritical Mach numbers.

Following this line of reasoning, an initial group of three
NACA 8-series airfoil sections, 16-percent-chord-thick, hav-
ing different respective positions of minimum pressure (or
maximun local velocity) on the upper and lower surfaces was
designed and tested. The sections were derived in essentially
the same manner gs were the later families of NACA airfoils
by combining mean camber lines with basic thickness forms
to produce a desired velocity distribution. Velocity distribu-
tions were selected to provide the desired aerodynamic
characteristics at-supercritical Mach numbers, and the airfoil
shapes corresponding to these distributions were determined
by the method of reference 2.

The first airfoil was proportioned to have equal upper- and
lower-surface minimum pressures occwrring at 30 and 50
percent of the chord, respectively. The base profile was
obtained by combining proper fractions of the thickness
forms of the NACA 63- and 65-series airfoils and the ‘“double-
roof”’ profiles of reference 2. A mean camber line satisfying
the condition of equal minimum pressures for the upper and
lower surfaces was determined by combining suitable pro-
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portions of the NACA a¢=0.3, 0.5, and 1.0 mean lines. (See
reference 3.) The ordinates of the mean camber line wore
adjusted to produce the desired design lift coefficient. The
actual airfoil shape was then obtained by combining the base
profile with the mean camber line, using the methods of
references 2 and 3.

In the manner described three airfoil sections were derived
with different respective upper- and lower-surface minimum-
pressure positions so located as to permit the effects of a
variatign of the severity of the lower-surface prossure re-
covery_to be observed. The airfoils were demgnatad as

fo]Iows - -
NACA 8354216

NACA 836A216 S

NACA 847A216

The shapes and velocity distributions for these airfoils are
illustrated in figure 1.

The numbering system for these airfoils is identical with
that given in reference 3 for the NACA. 7-series airfoils and is
summarized as follows:

Ist digit— Airfoil series number
2nd digit—Position of minimum pressure on ypper surface
in tenths of chord from leading edge

8rd digit— Position of minimum pressure on lower surface
in tenths of chord from leading edge

Serial letter distinguishing airfoils having the
same thickness, design lift coefficient and
minimum pressure positions but different
camber or thickness distributions

4th digit —Design lift coefficient in tenths i

&th and 6th digits—Thickness-chord ratio in hundredths

Tests of the initial three airfoils revealed variations in lift
coefficient with Mach number in the vicinity of the design
lift coefficient which at supereritical Mach numbers differed
in important aspects from the type of variation normally
observed for airfoil sections. The lift coefficient at a constant
angle of attack increased markedly with increasing Mach
number above that for normal lift divergence as contrasted
with the usually noted opposite variation. Instead of
decreasing with increasing Mach number above that for
normal lift divergence, the lift coefficient at a constant angle
of attack increased markedly with Mach number. This
result confirmed the design expectations to a greater degree
then anticipated, and indicated that great difficulty would
be experienced in trimming an airplane using such wing
sections at any but positive lift coefficients at supercritical
Mach . numbers, an important safety feature for large
heavily loaded aircraft. This characteristic was unfortu-
nately accompanied by erratic and, from the standpoint of
airplane controllability, undesirable variations with Mach
number of the slopes of the lift curves.

The desired type of supereritical speed. lift characteristic
having been realized, efforts were directed foward the deriva-
tion of thinner sections with modified camber so as to produce
less powerful lift changes at supercritical Mach numbers. A
group of 10-percent-chord-thick profiles was accordingly
derived from the NACA 836A216 airfoil, this section among
those tested having the most favorable characteristics at low
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and moderate lift coefficients. This second group of airfoil
sections was composed of the following:

NACA 836A110

NACA 836B110

NACA s836C110 .

NACA 836D110

The NACA 836A110 airfoil was scaled down in thickness
from the NACA 836A216 airfoil and the camber-line ordi-
nates were adjusted to give a design lift coefficient of 0.1.
Tests of this airfoil disclosed the need for modification of both
the thickness and the camber distribution, the gain in lift at
supercritical Mach numbers still being greater than desirable.

It was reasoned that, by decreasing the negative lift carried
over the rear portion of the airfoil at suberitical Mach
numbers, the change in the total lift of the airfoil at super-
critical Mach numbers would be reduced. The NACA
836B110 airfoil was designed to effect this result by modifying
both the mean camber line and the thickness distribution of
the NACA 836A110 arifoil. The mean camber line for the
former was obtained as the sum of equal proportions of the
ordinates and slopes of the mean line for the latter airfoil,
and of a uniform load (a=1.0) mean line. The upper- and
lower-surface minimum pressures were maintained approxi-
mately equal by adding to one-half of the base profile ordi-
nates of the NACA 836A110 airfoil, one-half of those for the
NACA 66-010 airfoil. The resulting changes in profile and
velocity distribution may be noted from an examination of
parts (d) and (e} of figure 1.

The NACA 836C110 airfoil was designed to investigate the
effect on the supereritical speed aerodynamic cheracteristics
of the NACA 836B110 airfoil of removing the cusp from the
rear portion of the profile. The former differs from the NACA
836B110 airfoil only in that the profile is linear over
approximately the last two-tenths of the chord.

Tests of the NACA 836B110 airfoil indicated that the
profile modification from the NACA 836A110 airfoil was
effective in reducing the magnitude of the lift-coefficient
increase at supercritical Mach numbers in the vicinity of the
design lift coefficient. Further improvement was still felt
to be desirable, however, particularly in the slope of the lift
curve at lift coefficients greater than the design value. A
decrease in the severity of the pressure recovery over the
lower surface (by decreasing the negative pressure peak)
was indicated as a possible corrective measure. —To test
this hypothesis, the NACA 836D110 airfoil was derived by
combining the thickness form obtained as the sum of equal
proportions of the NACA 836A010 and 63-010 profiles with
the mean camber line of the NACA 836B110 airfoil. The
difference between the NACA 836B110 and 836D110 airfoils
may be seen from figure 1 to be principally in the magnitude
of the lower-surface minimum pressure.

To investigate the possibility of realizing improved char-
acteristics from more rearward minimum-pressure positions
on both surfaces, three additional 10-percent-chord-thick
sections were derived from the NACA 847A216 airfoil and
were designated as follows:

NACA 847A110
NACA 847B110
NACA 847C110

The NACA 847A110 airfoil was derived from the NACA
847A216 airfoil by reducing the base-profile ordinates of the
latter in the ratio of fifteen-sixteenths times the quotient
resulting from the division of the ordinates of the NACA
66010 airfoil by the ordinates for the NACA 66,015 air-
foil, and by reducing the camber-line ordinates and slopes in
the ratio 10:16. The NACA 847B110 airfoil was obtained
by combining the sum of one-half of the base-profile ordi-
nates of the NACA 847A110 airfoll and one-half of those
for the NACA 64010 airfoil with the mean camber line
consisting of equal proportions of the slopes and ordinates
of the mean line for the NACA 847A110 airfoil and of the
uniform load mean line. The NACA 847(C110 airfoil con-
sists of the NACA 847B110 airfoil with the cusp removed
from the trailing-edge region of the latter by substituting
straight lines for the portion of the profile from approxi-
mately the 80-percent-chord position to the trailing edge.

The ordinates of all of the airfoils investigated are given in
tables I to X. The shapes and theoretical velocity distri-

butions for all but the NACA 836C110 and 847C110 airfoils = _

(which differ but slightly from the NACA 836B110 and
847B110 airfoils, respectively) are illustrated in figure 1.

It is to be noted that negative deflections of a plain trailing-
edge flap on an ordinary airfoil section would produce lower-
surface veloeity distributions approaching in character the
distribution previously described for the new type of airfoil
section with the reflexed mean camber line. The results of
an investigation (also conducted in the Ames 1- by 334-foot
high-speed wind tunnel) of an NACA 65-210 airfoil with a
20-percent-chord negatively deflected flap accordingly are
presented and compared in the present report with those for
the NACA 8-series profiles.

SYMBOLS

a mean-line designation, fraction of chord from
leading edge over which design load is uniform

ay airfoil section lift-curve slope, per degree

€ chord, feet

Ca section drag coefficient

er section lift coefficient

e, design section lift coefficient _

Cogp section moment coefficient about quarter-chord
point

M Mach number

1% free-stream velocity, feet per second

) loeal velocity, feet per second

z distance along chord, feet

Y distance perpendicular to chord, feet

g section angle of attack, degrees

o section angle of attack corresponding to design
lift coefficient, degrees

3, flap deflection, degrees
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APPARATUS AND TESTS

The tests were made in the Ames 1- by 334-foot high-speed
wind tunnel, a low-turbulence, two-dimensional-flow wind
tunnel.

The airfoil models were accurately constructed of alumi-
num glloy and were of 6-inch chord and 12-inch span. The
models completely spanned the narrow dimension of the
tunnel test section. Two-dimensional flow was assured
through the use of sponge-rubber geskets (to prevent end
leakage) compressed between the model ends and the tunnel
walls.

Measurements of lift, drag, and quarter-chord pitching
moment were made as nearly simultaneously as possible at
Mach numbers ranging from 0.3 to as high as 0.9 for each
of the airfoils at angles of attack increasing by 2° increments
from —6° to a maximum of 12°. The Reynolds number
variation with Mach number for the tests is expressed
graphically in figure 2.

Lift and pitching moments were evaluated by a method
similar to that deseribed in reference 3 from integrations
of the pressure reactions on the floor and ceiling of the tunnel
of the forces on the airfoils. Drag values were determined
from wake-survey measurements made with a rake of total-
head tubes.
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Fierre 2.—The variation of Reynolds number with Alach number for tests of 6-Inch-chord
wirfoll models in the Ames i- by 3%-foot high-speed wind {unnel.
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Section aerodynamic characteristics in coefficient form are
presented as functions of Mach number in figures 3 to 47
for the NACA 8-series airfoils, two representative NACA
6-series airfoils, and the NACA 65-210 airfoil with a 20-
percent-chord plain trailing-edge flap neutral and negatively
deflected through 6°. All the characteristics are shown
corrected for tunnel-wall interference by the methods of
reference 4. The dashed portions of the airioil characteristics
curves serve to indicate the extent of possibly unreliable
data obtained in the close vieinity of Mach numbers for
which the flow in the tunnel test seetion was choked, that is,
for which the Mach number of unity was attained locally
across the test section.

CHARACTERISTICS OF INITIAL THREE AIRFOILS

It is seen from figures 3, 4, and 5 that the respective var-
iations with Mach number of the lift coefficient at constant
angles of attack for the NACA 835A216, 8364216, and
847A216 airfoils differ markedly from the variations gener-
ally observed for ordinary airfoil sections. An sbrupt in-
crease of large magnitude occurs in the lift coefficient at
angles of attack within the normally useful range at Mach

numbers above those for lift divergence in place of the cus-

tomary decrease in lift coefficient. The difference in char-
acteristics is emphasized in figure 6 which illustrates the
variation with Mach number of the angle of attack required
to maintain the design lift coefficient of 0.2 for each of these
NACA 8-series airfoils, and for the NACA 65,215, a=0.5
airfoil (see reference 5), a representative NACA 6-series
airfoil.

The esplanation for the radical lift characteristics of the
new airfoils is to be found in an examination of the theoretical
low-speed velocity distributions of figure 1. At Mach
numbers above the critical the strong adverse pressure
gradient aft of the minimum-pressure position on the lower
surface promotes a rapid thickening and separation of the
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boundary layer from this surface, resulting in the loss of an
extensive portion of the negative lift carried over that part
of the airfoil immediately aft of the lower-surface minimum-
pressure position. The increasing extent of the separation
on the lower surface with increasing Mach number produces
the increasingly positive variation of lift coefficient at con-
stent angles of attack observed in figures 3, 4, and 5.

The variation with Mach number of the lift coefficient at
low positive and negative angles of attack, although favorable
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in the sense that the lift coefficient increases with Mach num-
ber rather than decreases, is so violent for these three airfoils
as o cause very erratic and undesirable variations in the slope
of the lift curve at the higher Mach numbers.
The variation of the angle of attack necessary to maintain
the design lift coefficient of 0.2, although in the direction
to promote safety at high Mach numbers for an airplane
employing such airfoils as wing sections, has already been
observed in figure 6 to be undesirably large. For these
too severely and that & modified amount of camber as well
as a change in the distribution would produce less drastic
changes in the Iift coefficient with increasing Mach number.

The drag characteristics of the three airfoils (figs. 8, 9, and
10), as was expected, are much inferior to those of the NACA
6-series airfoils, as represented in reference 5 by the NACA
65,215, a=0.5 and NACA 66,2-215, a=0.6 airfoils, with
respect to divergence with increasing Mach number at low
and moderate angles of attack despite allowance for the small
difference in thickness of the airfoils. '

The variation of pitching-moment coefficient with Mach
number for the NACA 835A216, 836A216, and 847A216
airfoils, shown in figures 11, 12, and 13, respectively, is
consistent with the variation of lift coefficient. The moment
coefficients vary from positive values at low Mach numbers
where negative lift is carried over the rearward portion of
the airfoil to negative values at high Mach numbers where
this negative lift is lost.
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CHARACTERISTICS OF THE NACA 836-11¢ AIRFOILS

NACA 836A110.—Because current design trends indicate
thinner wing sections for high Mach number applications,
it was considered desirable to further the investigation on
airfoil sections of 10-percent-chord maximum thickness.
The effect of halving the amount of camber and decreasing
the profile thickness of the NACA 8364216 airfoil may be
seen from an examination of the characteristies of the NACA
836A.110 airfoil.

The variation of lift coefficient with Mach number for
this airfoil (fig. 14) is much less drastic at supercritical Mach
numbers than that noted in figure 3 for the NACA 8364216
airfoil. The Lift-curve-slope variation with Mach number is
considerably improved for the NACA 836A110 airfoil (cf.,
fics. 7 and 19), and the angle of attack required to maintain
the lift coefficient at the design value (cf., figs. 6 and 20) is
correspondingly reduced for the thinner lower-cambered
profile. The latter variation is still undesirably large,
however.

The differences in the lift characteristics of the NACA
836A110 airfoil and the NACA 64-110 airfoil, as representa-
tive of the best NACA 6-series sections for high Mach num-
ber applications, may be scen from a comparison of figures
14 and 18 to lie in the variations of lift coefficient with Mach
number at small positive and negative angles of attack. The
departure of the characteristics of the former airfoil from
those usually observed for airfoil sections at supercritical
Mach numbers is more strikingly illustrated in figure 20,
depicting the variation with Mach number of the angle of
attack required to maintain the design lift coefficient of 0.1
for the NACA 836-110 and 64~110 airfoil sections.

The drag and pitching-moment characteristics of the
NACA 64-110 airfoil section at high Mach numbers being
unavailable at the present writing, these characteristics for
the NACA 8364110 airfoil must be compared with those for
the NACA 65-210 airfoil as the next most representative
profile of the NACA 6-series airfoils available. The drag
characteristics of the NACA 836A110 airfoil (fig. 21) com-
pare unfavorably with those of the NACA 65-210 airfoil
tfig. 25), particularly at the angles of attack corresponding
to the lower lift coefficients. Divergence not only occurs
earlier for the former, but the drag coefficients at a given lift
coefficient are higher.

From figures 26 and 30, respectively, the pitching-moment
coefficients for the NACA 836A110 airfoil, in addition to
heing more positive, exhibit & generally smaller variation
with Mach number than do those for the NACA 65-210
airfoil.

NACA 836B110.—The NACA 836B110 airfoil was derived
from the NACA 836A110 airfoil in such a manner as to reduce
the negative lift on the after portion of the airfoil at sub-
critical Mach numbers at the design lift attitude and to
retain the approximately equal eritical Mach numbers of the
upper and lower surfaces. The effect of these profile modi-
fications on the lift-coefficient variation with Mach number
is shown by a comparison of figures 14 and 15. The varia-
tion in the vicinity of the design lift coefficient is seen to be
small for the NACA 836B110 airfoil as compared with that

for the NACA 836A110 airfoil. At angles of attack appreci-
ably above and below the ideal angle, the lift-coefficient

varigtion resembles that observed for the NACA 6-series

type of section. (See figs. 18 and 42 for the NACA 64-110
and 65-210 airfoils.)

A considerable increase in the slope of the [ift curve at the
design lift coefficient is observed in figure 19 for the NACA
836B110 airfoil over that of the NACA 836A110 airfoil for
Mach numbers between 0.75 and 0.85. The variation with
Mach number of this parameter for the former sirfoil is
closely comparable to that for the NACA 64-110 airfoil.
From figure 20, it can be seen that the variation with Mach
number of the angle of attack necessary to maintain the
design lift coefficient for the NACA $36B110 airfoil is greatly
reduced from that observed for the NACA 836A110 airfoil.

The drag characteristics of the NACA 836B110 airfoil

(fig. 22), although considerably improved over those of the
NACA 836A110 section, are still inferior with respect fo
divergence with Mach number in the vicinity of the design
lift coefficient to those of the NACA 65-210 airfoil when
compared on the basis of equal lift coefficients for the two
airfoils. )

The variation in pitching-moment coefficient with Mach
number (fig. 27) for the NACA 836B110 sairfoil closely
approaches that for the NACA 65-210 airfoil, as a result
of the camber modification from that of the NACA 836A110
airfoil.

NACA 886C110.--This airfoil section was tested to deter-
mine the effect on the serodynamic characteristics of the
NACA 836B110 airfoil of removing the cusp from the trailing-
edge region of the airfoil. Comparison of the respective
variations with Mach nomber of lift, drag, and pitching-
moment coefficients (figs. 16, 23, and 28, respectively) for
the NACA 836C110 airfoil with the corresponding variations
for the NACA 836B110 airfoil reveals no significant differ-
ences in the characteristics of the two sections.

NACA 836D110.—The NACA 836D110 airfoil was designed
to investigate the effect of both decreasing the amount
of negative design lift from that of the NACA
836A110 airfoil and raising the lower-surface critical Mach
number gbove that of the upper surface (note theoretical
velocity distribution, fig. 1) in an attempt to obtain a more
favorable variation with Mach number of the slope of the
lift curve. Figure 17 indicates the NACA 836D110 airfoil
to be the most promising of those yet discussed, virtually
no variation with Mach number being manifest in the lift
coefficient near the design value. This characteristic is re-
flected in the small variation with Mach number in the angle
of attack required to maintain the design lift coefficient of
0.1. (See fig. 20.} With reference again to figure 17, the
variation with Mach number of lift coefficient at
constant angles of attack other than that corresponding to
the design lift coefficient indicated lift-curve slopes closely
resembling those of the NACA 6-series airfoils as represented
in figure 18.

Except at the higher lift coefficients, no improvement in
drag characteristics from those of the NACA 836B110 airfoil
resulted from this profile modification.
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The variation with Mach number in the pitching-moment
coefficients of the NACA 836D110 airfoil (fig. 29) does not
differ noteworthily from those for the other airfoils of the
series.

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE NACA 847-110 AIRFOILS

NACA 847A110.—The NACA 847A110 airfoil was derived
from the NACA 847A216 section by decreasing the thickness
and the camber-line ordinates in the same manner as was
done in the case of the NACA 836A110 airfoil. The lift-
coefficient variation with Mach number (fig. 31) closely
resembles that for the latter airfoil. The variation with
Mach number of the angle of attack required to maintain
the design lift coefficient (fig. 35) is similar to that observed
for the NACA 836A110 airfoil (fig. 20).

The variation in drag coefficient with Mach number (fig.
36) is more favorable for the NACA 847A110 airfoil than
for the NACA 836A110 airfoil from the standpoint of diver-
gence with Mach number at angles of attack in the vicinity
of the ideal angle.

The pitching-moment-coefficient variation with Mach
number for the NACA 847A110 airfoil (fig. 39) is similar to
that for the NACA 836A110 airfoil, but the moment co-
efficients are of smaller magnitude.

NACA 847B110.—The lift characteristies of this airfoil,
developed from the NACA 847A110 airfoil by decreasing the
negative contribution to the design lift distribution and by
decreasing the lower-surface pressure peak below that of the
upper surface, are seen from figure 32 to be considerably
improved over those of the latter airfoil. As in the case of
the NACA 836D110 section, the variation with Mach num-
ber of the lift coefficient in the vicinity of the design value is
indicated to be very small, and yet a reasonably satisfactory
lift-curve slope is retained.. (See fig. 34.) The variation
with Mach number of the angle of attack for maintenance of
the design lift coefficient (fig. 35) is as favorable as that
observed for the NACA 836D110 airfoil. A marked im-
provement in the variation of drag coeflicient with Mach
number at zero lift is noted from a comparison of figures 36
and 37 for the NACA 847A110 and 847B110 airfoils, respec-
tively. For this condition the drag-coefficient variation of
the latter airfoil is superior to that of the NACA 836D110
airfoil. The superiority is considerably reduced at the design
lift coefficient and disappears at the higher Lift coefficients.

The variation in pitching-moment coefficient with Mach
number for the NACA 847B110 airfoil (fig. 40) is observed
to be very small in the vicinity of the design lift coefficient
and parallels the characteristics of the NACA 836D110
airfoil in this respect.

NACA 847C110.—This airfoil was dwlgned to 1nvest1gate
further the effects on the characteristics at high subsonic
Mach numbers of removing the cusp from the trailing-edge
region of an airfoil. From figures 33, 34, 35, 37, 38, 40, and 41,
the characteristics of the resulting airfoil are seen to be
essentially the same as those of the cusped NACA 847B110
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profile. From this and the similar result observed in the
cagse of the NACA 836-110 airfoils it is concluded that for
10-percent-chord-thick airfoils of this type of section the
aerodynamic characteristics are not materially affected by
removal of the cusp from the after portion of the profile.

It is to be noted that in the case of both the NACA
836-110 and the NACA 847-110 airfoil developments the
sections having the most favorable lift characteristics are
those for which the negative portion of the design lift is
small and for which the minimum pressure is somewhat
lower on_the upper surface than on the lower surface of the
airfoil. The latter result is in contradiction to the design
assumption that the upper- and lower-swface pressure
peaks should be equal. Although it was not found possible
to improve the lift-curve-slope variation with Mach number
for these airfoils over that characteristic of the NACA
6-series_airfoils, the NACA 836D110 and 847B110 profiles
are indicated to be the equal of the NACA 6-series type in
this respect. The drag characteristics of the best NACA
8-series airfoils thus far derived are not as favorable as
those of NACA 6-series airfoils in that the drag-divergence
Mach numbers are lower for comparable lift coefficients in
the vicinity of the design lift coefficients. The pitching-
moment characteristics of the more promising airfoils of the
NACA B8-series are, if anytihing, superior to those of the
NACA 6-series in that the variations of moment coefficient
with Mach number are generally smaller for the former.

CHARACTERISTICS OF AN AIRFOIL WITH A NEGATIVELY DEFLECTED FLAP

From an examination of the lift characteristics of an
NACA 65-210 airfoil section with a 20-percent-chord plain
trailing-edge flap, a marked similarity was noted between the
variation with Mach number of the lift coefficient at various
angles of attack for a small negative flap deflection and the
characteristics previously observed for the NACA 8-series
airfoils. It would be very desirable to be able, by negatively
deflecting a plain flap, to effectively reflex the camber of a
wing section on an airplane in flight from the uniform load
type at subcritical Mach numbers to something approaching
that of an NACA 8-series profile at supercritical Mach num-
bers. To permit an appraisal of the characteristics of an
airfoil with a negatively deflected flap at high Mach numbers,
the aerodynamic characteristics of the NACA 65-210 section
with & 20-percent-chord plain flap undeflected, and nega-
tively deflected 6°, are presented in figures 42, 25, and 30 and
in figures 43, 46, and 47, respectively, for comparison with
those of the NAC‘A 8-series airfoils investigated.

The s:mﬂant.y between the respective variations with
Mach number in the lift coefficient at a constant angle of
attack for the NACA 65-210 airfoil with the flap deflected
—6° and the NACA 836D110 and 847B110 airfoils is readily
apparent from a comparison of figures 43, 17, and 32.
The lift characteristics of the three airfoils are further com-
pared in figures 44 and 45 depicting the respective variations
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with Mach number in the lift-curve slope and the angle of
attack required to maintain the lift coefficient of 0.1. The
similarity between the latter characteristics for the airfoil
with the negatively deflected flap and the two NACA 8-series
airfoils is unmistakable.

The drag characteristies of the flapped airfoil (fig. 46) are
similar to those of the NACA 836D110 and 847B110 airfoils.
The pitching-moment characteristics of the three airfoils
(figs. 47, 29, and 40) also bear a close resemblance to one
another.

The principle of reflexing the camber line by negatively
deflecting plain training-edge flaps on NACA 6-series airfoils
at supercritical Mach numbers to produce favorsble varia-
tions in lift coefficient with increasing Mach number on the
strength of the results contained herein has already found
important application (in an expedient scnse) on several
high-speed airplanes and merits further investigation.

CONCLUDING REMARKS

A new group of airfoil sections, designated the NACA
8-series, has been developed having favorable lift charac-
teristics at supercritical Mach numbers. Through the use of
negative camber over a portion of the airfoil chord it has
proved possible to hold the lift coefficient of the new type of
airfoil approximately constant at some design value with
inereasing Mach number fo at least 0.9 Mach number, the
limit of the present investigation. By suitably choosing the
camber and thickness distributions for the airfoils, a particu-
lar variation with Mach number of the angle of attack
required to maintain a given design lift coefficient can be
obtained. No means has been found for improving the lift-
curve-slope characteristics of the NACA 8-series airfoils
beyond those of the NACA 6-series sections. Although some
control can be exercised over the drag and pitehing-moment
characteristics of the former airfoil sections without adversely
affecting the lift characteristies, it is generally necessary to
accept drag characteristics somewhat poorer with respect to
divergence with Mach number than those of the NACA 6-
series airfoils presently used for high Mach number applica-
tions. The pitching-moment characteristics of the NACA
8-series airfoils are generally more favorable than those of the
NACA 6-series airfoils in that the variations of pitching-
moment coefficient with Mach number and angle of attack at
supercritical Mach numbers are somewhat smaller for the
former.

Flat-sided profiles may be used in place of the cusped
trailing-edge profiles on 10-percent-chord-thick NACA 8-
series airfoils without significantly altering the aerodynamic
characteristics of the airfoils at supereritical Mach numbers.

The lift characteristics of the NACA 8-series airfoils at
supercritical Mach numbers can be approximated with
NACA 6-series airfoils through the use of negatively deflected
plein trailing-edge flaps. This application appears to be a
promising means for obtaining on demand the favorable
variation with Mach number of the lift coefficient at a given

angle of attack, characteristic of the NACA 8-series airfoils,

and yet retaining at &ll other times the superior drag charac-
teristics of the NACA 6-series airfoils. ’

AyEs AERONAUTICAL LiABORATORY,
NairionaL Apvisory COMMITTEE FOR AERONAUTICS,
Morrerr Fiewp, Cavrr., Sept. 22, 1948.
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FI1eurE 24.—The varistion of section drag coefficlent with Mach number at varfous angles of F1aure 25—The verlatlon of sectlon drag coefficlont with Mach number at varfous angles of
attack for the NACA 8361110 airfofl. attack for the NACA 66-210 alrfoll.
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Fi1oCre 27.—~The variation of section quarter-chord moment coefficient with Mach number
at various angles of attack for the NACA 836B110 airfoll.
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F1aCRE 28.—The varlation of seetion quarter-chord moment coefficient with Mach number FicrrE 20.—The varlation of section quarter<chord moment coefficient with Mach number
at varlous angles of attack for the NA.CA 836C110 airfofl. at various angles of attack for the NACA 836110 airfoit.
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F1ourg 30.—The variation of scotion quarter-chord moment coeficient with Mach number
at various angles of attack for the NACA 65-210 airfoll.
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Fioune 81.—The varistion of seetfon lift coeflelent with Mach number at varfous angles of F1GURE 82.—The varlation of section 1ift ooefefent with Mach number at varlous angles of
attack for the NACA 847A110 atrfofl. attack for the NACA 847B110 alrfoll.
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FIAURE 35.—The variation with Maeh number of the section angle of attack for 8 1ift coeffi- FIGURE 36.—The varfatfon of sectfon drag coeficlent with Mach number at various angles of
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F1aURE 37.—The veriation of section drag coefficfent with Mach number &t varlous angles of F1aURE 38— The variation of section dr#% coefefent with Mach number at varions angles of
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F1GURE 30.— The variation of sectlon quarter-chord moment cceficlent with Mach number
at various angles of attack for the NACA 8474110 airfofl.
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FIoURE 42.—The variation of section 1ift coefficlent with Mach number at various angles of FIaGRE 43.—The variation of sectfon lift coefficient with Mach number at various angles of
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FI0URE 44.—The variation with Mach number of the section Iift-curvoslope at & 1{ft coefficlent
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of 0.1 for the NACA. 65-210 (3r=—6°}, 836D110 and 847B110 alrfoils.
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Fi1GURE 46.—The variation of section drag coefficient with Mach number at varicus angles
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of attack for the NACA 65-210 airfoil with a 20-percent-ohord piain flap, 8,—8°.
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NACA 8174216 ATRFOIL
[Stations and ordinates given In percent of airfofl chord}

TABLE IIL—COORDINATES FOR THE

NACA 8364216 AIRFOIL
[Stations and ordinates given In percent of airfofl chord]

TABLE II.—COORDINATES FOR THE

NACA 8354216 ATRFOIL
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[Stations and ordinates given In percent of airfoil chord]
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L. E. radius: 0.693
Slope through L. E.: 0.080

L. E. radius: 0.603 )
Blope through L. E.: 0.080




