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SUMMARY.

At the request and with the support of the Engineering Division of the Air Service, United
States Army, McCook Field, the Bureau of Standards undertook some laboratory investiga-
tions dealing with air-cooled aviation engines, the results of which were submitted to the
Committee on Power Plants for Aircraft and by that committee recommended for publication
s a technical report of the National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics. In connection
with laboratory measurements of the heat-dissipating power of typical engine ecylinders, a
mathematical analysis of fin behavior was made and is given in this communication.

The introduction contains a description of the paper which will assist the general reader
who is not interested in mathematical detail in finding those parts of the paper most likely
to prove useful to him. A recapitulation of the mathematical developments is given in
Section IV and forms the statement of conclusions reached in so far as a mathematical paper
of this type may be said to have conclusions. Numerical examples illusirative of these con-
clusions are then given, followed by a very brief suggestion of possible application of the
equations. _

The problem considered is that of reducing actual geometrical area of fin-cooling surface,
which is, of course, not uniform in temperature, to equivalent “cooling” area at one definite
temperature, namely, that prevailing on the cylinder wall at the point of attachment of the
fin. This makes it possible to treat all the cooling surface as i it were part of the cylinder
wall and 100 per cent effective.

The quantities involved in the equations are the geometrical dimensions of the fin, thermal
conductivity of the material composing it, and the coefficient of surface heat dissipation between
the fin and the air stream. Several assumptions of physical nature are thus necessarily involved
in making the problem possible of solution. These are set forth in detail, and the limitations
which result from them in applying the equations to numerical calculations are carefully
pointed out.

An expression for approximate fin effectiveness is developed, based upon simple mathe-
matics and very convenient in form for engineering use. The essence of the paper is an
examination into the magnitude of the errors involved in using this expression without cor-
rection and a determination of the corrections needed for accurate work. The mathematical
expressions involved are quite complicated, including Fourier’s Series, super Fourier's Series,
Bessel functions of zero order of two kinds with imaginary arguments, etc. The results of
the work are collected in graphicel form in a series of charts, so that the design engineer can
use the simple formula first developed and apply to it corrections readily read from the
charts, thus avoiding entirely all higher mathematies.

I. INTRODUCTION.

The equations which express the flow of heat in a metal in terms of simple physical proper-
ties are perfectly definite and adapted to numerical computations, although usually somewhat
cumbersome and tedious. In applying these equations to the fins on the outside of the cylin-
ders of air-cooled internal-combustion engines, the chief obstacle to numerical work is the
great uncertainty of the value to be assigned to one important physical quantity, the rate of
dissipation of heat from the fin surface into air under the conditions surrounding the fin. This
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important deficiency seems to have discouraged any widespread use of the equations of heat
conduction in considering the problem, since deductions made from them could be trusted
only within rather wide limits.

With the increasing knowledge of rate of cooling in an air stream, it has become more
worth while to compile the information obtainable from a mathematical analysis of the prob-
lem. The details of such an analysis are not of sufficient general interest to warrant the average
reader in following them closely, but it is believed desirable to render them available for refer-
ence by those who are working in the same field. The equations which have to do with this
subject are bulky, the algebra and integrations tedious and time consuming, and the chances
for error are high, although no especially intricate or abstruse reasoning is involved, nor is there
much difficulty in interpreting final results other than the necessity of a careful examination of
the relative numerical size of the various terms.

With a full appreciation of the tax imposed on a reader by reason of the foregoing facts,
the authors have prepared this paper in a form which endeavors to meet the following speci-
fication:

(@) To segregate, for the benefit of all who are interested in the general subject of air-
cooled engines, a general skeleton of the analysis, including the discussion of conditions which
bear upon the problem, statement of the exact assumptions to which are applied the mathe-
matical development and the conclusions resulting therefrom, with a few examples of numerical
computations to illustrate the practical application of the mathematics.

(8) To interline with the above, in such form that the general reader may skip it without
losing the thread of the development, such details of mathematical transformation as will be
needed by the specialist to reproduce the equations or use them to advantage in their applica-
tion to his particular problem.

() To omit all details of algebra, integration, arithmetic, etc., which are merely the
mechanism of the mathematical development. Although these steps are essential to an
acceptance of the validity of any of the deductions, it must be left to the critical reader to supply
the gaps, because the paper is sufficiently complicated in meeting specification (b) without
such additional weighting.

The basic principle of design which characterizes an air-cooled engine is the providing
of some means to increase greatly the natural surface by additional cooling surface, the purpose
being to keep the engine cylinder wall temperature down to a value below the upper limit
set by satisfactory engine performance. This additional surface takes the form of cooling
fins, usually made an integral part of the cylinder barrel and arranged either longitudinally
along the barrel or circumferentially around it. The problem considered is that of reducing
actual geometrical area of cooling surface, which is, of course, nonuniform in temperature, to
equivalent “cooling” area at a definite, easily specified temperature. This may be done by
finding an expression for the effectiveness of fin surface, i. e., the ratio of the amount of heat
dissipated by unit area of fin surface to that dissipated by an equal area of cylinder wall surface
with the same tempearture as that at the fin base. This will make it possible to treat all the
cooling surface as if it were on the cylinder wall and had 100 per cent effectiveness.

" M. APPROXIMATE FORMULA FOR EFFECTIVENESS OF COOLING FINS.

Two cases occur in practice: (1) Circumferential fins, usually of tapering thickness, with a
base temperature that may change from point to point; (2) longitudinal fins with similar con-
ditions of thickness and temperature. A direct analytical investigation of each case in all its
generality is quite difficult and has not yet been completely worked out. In this paper an
indirect attack on the general problem is made by a method of successive approximations.
The effectiveness is first computed for a simple case, where several simplifying assumptions
are made. Then the limitations of these assumptions are removed, one or two at a time, and
the necessary correction made to the first result. The effectiveness f is, therefore, expressed

in the form
fof/ + AT +0f + - -
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GENERAL ASSUMPTIONS.

Four general assumptions of physical nature are made that apply to every case considered
here:

(1) Quantity of heat transferred per unit time from the metal surface to the air is pro-
portional to the temperature difference between the metal and the air.
~ (2) The coefficient ¢, heat transferred in unit time from a unit surface per unit temperature
difference, is constant over the fin surface.

(3) The fin is symmetrical about a plane through its middle and approximately parallel
to its faces.

(4) The temperature at a given point is independent of the time.

Assumption (1) is known as Newton's Law of Cooling. It has been found to be sensibly -
true for very high velocity air-stream cooling in such cases as are under consideration.!

Some preliminary measurements of heat dissipation by air-cooled engine cylinders made in
the laboratories of the Bureau of Standards also indicate the validity of the assumption within
limits necessary to work of this kind.

Assumption (3) is obviously true mechanically except for minor inequalities of manufacture
which on an average over a cylinder would be inappreciable. Physma]ly, there is marke
lack of symmetry about such a plane if the fin be oblique to the air stream, but this lack of
symmetry has to do with assumption (2).

Assumption (4) provides a working basis that is entirely -acceptable. Questions of engine
design must be settled from considerations of cooling capacity under full load and continuous
operation, when a steady temperature distribution exists. A cooling system which will meet
this demand will obviously meet the less stringent cooling requirements involved in starting
up and approaching temperature equilibrium. The rapid veriations in temperature of the
inside wall of the cylinder between explosion and intake are quite damped out in their effects
on fin temperature. . The validity of the assumption has been demonstrated by experimental
evidence.?

Assumption (2) involves, amongst other things, either independence of the heat transferred
from & fin to an air stream and the veloeity of the air stream, or else the assumption of constant
velocity of the air stream over all portions of the fin. The first hypothesis is untenable: the
second one is discussed below. Experimental data are very incomplete. The assumption is
recognized as weak, but in the present state of knowledge it is about all that can be done. It
is known to be justifiable in long tubes and is probably not far wrong for longitudinal fins with
fairly open spacing. One set of measurements?® on 2 plain cylinder without fins, a small cylin-
drical rod (diameter 2 cm., ¢ inch) indicated that with the air stream normal to the axis of the
cylinder, the variation in air velocity, front and rear, was of the order of 30 per cent, namely,
a difference of 15 per cent each way from the mean value. British measurements on air velocity
between fins indicate a change in ¢ from tip to root of longitudinal fins of less than 15 per cent.
These meager date would suggest that if an average value over a fin were taken, the deviations
from it would not generally be more than 10 or 15 per cent. The error after integration in such
cases is generally less than the original error, so that the result with this approximation is
probably in the neighborhood of the frue value.

SIMPLIFYING ASSUMPTIONS.

In addition, the following simplifying assumptions give a simple problem which serves as
a basis for more complete analysis:
(1) The temperature across the fin thickness is sensibly constant.
(2) The fin is so long that the effect of the exposed ends (of longitudinal fins) is neglible.
1A. H. Glbson. Automotive Industries, May 13, 1920, p. 1108. The_orls. and Practices In the Alr Cooling of Engines.

1 Judge, ¢ High-Speed Internal Combustion Engines,” pp. 107-109.
# 7. E. Stanton, Great Britaln Advisory Committee for Aeronauatics, Report 84, 1012-183, p. 47.
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(8) The heat loss from the exposed edge can be accounted for by imagining the width
extended by & distance equal to one-half the fin thickness at the outer edge and assuming no
heat loss from the end.

(4) The base temperature is constant.

(5) The fin thickness is constant.

(6) The fin is longitudinal.

The details of assumption (3) are illustrated in Figure 1.

% alt
Heot J
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The edge abe at a temperature 6, dissipates some heat AH,. If ab and be be swung around
to ab’ and cb’ and the space filled in with metal, the temperature drop from a to b’ will be small
and these surfaces will dissipate practically the same amount of heat as before. The other
simplifying assumptions require no explanation.

It will be shown later that all of the A f's are small compared with £, so that the cross
products which represent the effects due to the joint action of several disturbing influences -
may be neglected and only first-order effects due to single causes need be worked out.

OUTLINE OF THE GENERAL PLAN OF MATHEMATICAL ANALYSIS.

First,  is computed on the basis of all six simplifying assumptions stated above.

Second, f is computed with assumptions (1) and (3) removed. Thus f—f’ gives A, f+
Asf+4, s f. These are shown to be negligible for all conditions prevailing in engine work.

Third, f'is computed with assumption (4) removed, giving A, f, which is zero.

_ Fourth, f is computed with assumption (5) removed and replaced by the one that the

sides are straight, and hence the thickness ¢ is a linear function of the distance x from the fin tip.
This gives Asf, which is often not negligible. If \ is the ratio of the thickness at the tip to the
average thickness, then A, may be expressed in terms of f* and \. Its value is computed for
geveral values of A and the results shown graphically on a chart.

Fifth, f is computed with assumption (6) removed and a longitudinal fin replaced hy a'
circumnferential one. This determines A,f. If p is the ratio of the inner radius to the outer,
Jfmay be expressed in terms of f” and p only, so that the results for A,f are expressed graphically
in the same way as above.

By means of these charts, f can be found with a sufficient degree of approximation for the
‘most general case.

—jl

-

w
g2

(1) Computation of f'. (The approximate function to represent heat flow in terms of
geometrical and thermal properties of the fin.)
Let ¢=coeflicient of heat transfer from surface.
w=true width of fin.
t=fin thickness.
z =distance from the cylinder wall.
f=fin effectiveness.
k=fin conductivity.
§=temperature of fini above the air.
6, = temperature of cylinder wall above the air.
H=heat dissipated by the fin per unit time.
H,=heat dissipated by equal area of wall surface per unit time.

w' = correc.te_d fin width =w+ %
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By introducing the simplifying assumptions (3) and (4), the boundary conditions are:
d

av _ —ant
T 0 when x=w

6=6, when =0 (1)

The fundamental equation of heat transfer* under the conditions corresponding to assump-
tions (1}, (2), and (5) is’
: % _ 28 @

& &

The solution of this equation in the form most convenient for this work is
§=A cosh ¢ (z— B} @)

where .4 and B are arbitrary constants of integration and ¢ is an abbreviation for +2¢7kt.
TWhen A4 and B are determined to satisfy the boundary conditions, stated mathematically

in (1) :

cosh a (z—w')

6=6 cosh aw

The rate of heat dissipation from a unit length of fin is computed by an integration with.
respect to z from 0 tow’.

o™ g pdpm—28_ [ _
H---2fo q8dz= g . cosh a (z—w’) dx (4)

The heat dissipation from an equal area (2w”) of cylinder wall at temperature 6, is

H°= deowl
and therefore .
, H 1 w! __tanh aw’
f =7~ " cosh aw’ fo cosh a (x—w") dr_—-'—_aw (5)

This function (tanh aw’)/aw’, for which the single letter f* will be used, is the funection
which will serve as the basis of discussion for much of the following work. Under average con-
ditions of practice it will be found sufficiently exact to serve as the basis for all computations.
In those cases where it does not fit with sufficient accuracy, it will be found convenient to use
it as & principal term plus necessary correcting terms. The principal properties of the function
therefore merit attention.

When qw’ is increased, the value of tanh aw’ increases likewise, but rather slowly, and
although reaching 0.9 when aw’=1.50, it does not increase beyond 1.0, no matter how large
aw’ becomes. The ratio f7, therefore, starts at unity and gradually decreases to zero, when
plotted against values of aw’. This plot is shown in Figure 3, where the single letter u is sub-
stituted for aw’. :

u=aqw' = w’\/ % (6)

4 The method of deriving this equation Is explained fully In eIementary-textbmks oo heat. The @ifference in quantity of heat conducted Into
an elementai siab at coordinate r and thai conducted out at T-+dr is, in the equiltbrium state, the amount that escapes into the air through the
surface dr. This equality, when comunon factors are canceled., Is the equsatfon (2).
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Figure 3 shows that f grows less as u increases, whence as w’ or ¢ increase, or as k or ¢
decrease. That is to say, the effectiveness of a fin decreases as—

(1) The fin width is made greater.

(2) The fin is made thinner. .

(8) The fin is made of material with a poorer thermal conductivity.

(4) The coeficient of heat dissipation to the air increases.

This last statement indicates that fin effectiveness is relatively less at higher air speeds,
since the value of ¢ increases with air speed.

T [P T T 1]
100 == U fslm—.l;_brew‘afrbq oraw'=w’
Wfin width+ V2 finthickness.

- Fe= Thermal conductivily of fin.]
S 80 N q = Coefficient of surface _|
3 N heaf dissipation.

5 £ = Thickness of firr.—]
N A

N 60 ~
g \\‘\

L} ]

§ 20

o £ .8 £ L6 20 V44 28
Volues orf 1

Flg. 8.~Curve showing function _2%‘. Any units whatever If they
belong to a mutually eonsistent system will do to measure the above
four quantities and will lead to the same number for I7.
III. CORRECTION TERMS TO APPROXIMATE FORMULA.

In the use of the formula (5) derived in the preceding section, it is very necessary to know
the departure from exactness which has been introduced by use of the simplifying assumptions
which are obvious deviations, at least to a small degree, from the conditions which actually
prevail. This investigation of the order of magnitude of the several correction terms involves
considerable tedious mathematics which are incorporated in the paper only to meet the needs
of a specialist in the field. The general reader will find the conclusions summerized at the end
of the chapter.

(1) CORRECTIONS FOR HEAT DISSIPATION FROM EDGE OF FIN AND FOR * CROSS-FLOW " IN FIN.

This correction is detérmined by solving the problem as stated initially without the aid of
simplifying assumptions (1) and (3) but with the aid of the remaining simplifications. The
difference between the solution so obtained and the function defined in equation (5) above
shows the value of the correction which would be necessary to the latter to take account of the
two factors of this title.

Xl

- . yo§
: y=0

- Y=t

Heat
source

Fig4

The problem is a straightforward development of two-dimensional heat flow®, in which the
boundary conditions are stated mathematically as follows:

With the origin of coordinates located as indicated in Figure 4, the axis y =0 is the median
line of the fin, and from considerations of symmetry there can be no heat flow across the median
plane, a condition expressed mathematically by zero temperature gradient.

& Byerly-Fourlers Serles and Spherical Harmonles, art. 59, p. 102, ed{tion of 1002,
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08
Along y=0 b_y—o )]

o0
Along y=1#/2 ka—y =—q 8

(this face being one which is dissipating heat to the air).
09

Along z=w ka—z== —gf @
Along 2=0 6=96, - (10)

(this edge of the fin being the one integral with the cylinder wall and maintained at given con-
stant temperature 6,). The fundamental equation of heat transfer for this problem is

20 2
-a?'i'a—_!?z—o (11}

which, being of the second order in two variables, can include in its primitive four arbitrary
constants and permit of applying the four conditions (7) to (10) for the determination of such
constants to give a complete solution of the problem as stated.

The convenient form for the primitive is

0=§mAm cosh « (z—B) cos ay . (12)
i .

which contains three arbitrary constants A, B, « and satisfies the condition (7). The develop-
ment of condition (8) leads to determination of « as any solution of

at i .
Y ton F=Z (13)
Then the value of B is defined in terms of « by the use of condition (9) leading to
a tanh o (B—w)=1 : (14

Lastly, values of 4, must be selected to conform to condition (10) in terms of the « and B
already specified. These values of A must satisfy

49¢,=.-::mAm cosh aB cos ay (15)
1

The possibility of determining values of A, to satisfy this relation has been established by
workers in the field of Fouriers Series and other harmonic expansions,® and while the particular
form here applied may not identify exactly with those commonly found in the textbooks, it
seems quite unnecessary to supply here any of the intervening transformations. It is adequate
evidence of the validity of the assumption that definite values for 4, may be found if we pro-
ceed to find some which define a convergent series.

The principal reductions will have to do with equation (13) and the algebra is simplified
considerably by the use of a parameter ¢ in place of , defined by the relation

o=% (16)

& Byerly-Fouriers Beries and Spherical Harmonles, pp. 118-121.



686 REPORT NATIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE FOR AERONAUTICS.

It may be noted that equation (13) is one with an infinite number of real values of « or ¢
satisfying it, whereas equation (14) has but one value of B for any given value of «, the hyper-
bolic tangent being a single valued function. To dispose of this equation and replace it by a
series, the quantity B is replaced by a new parameter ¢, defined by

B=w+lte (17)

In terms of e and ¢ the revised equations (13) and (14) take the form

$ tan ¢=2-; : (18
2¢\ gt
¢(1+?)‘t’mh Pirabye 2L¢ 5 2k¢ <2L¢> o

‘=:2“t+ 27c¢) [1+3<‘>L¢ (%) o ] a9

With a ¢m determined as a root of equation (18) and the corresponding e, determined from
the series (19), we must select an 4, to give the expansion (15) which in the new parameters is

= thm Ay, cosh 2“%(w+ ; + em) cos -93‘ _ (20)
and then substitute all these in (12) revised, to
[se)
8= ?mAm cosh z%‘(x—w——%—— em) cos ji“y (21)

The details pertaining to the process just outlined are tedious and of interest only to the
worker who desires to check the development. Multiply each side of (20) by cos (2¢wy/t) dy,
where ¢, is any root of equation (18) and integrate for y from 0 to /2.

f 8y cos Zﬂy dy= EmA , cosh == 2w (w+ +em) f cos -—y cos —ﬂ‘y dy (22)
0 .
f cos ﬁ‘y COS y dy 2|:¢m Sln d-’m cos ¢k—¢k Sln ¢k cos ¢m]
0 m’ — P’

and therefore vanishes for those values of ¢ and ¢x which are roots of equation (18) except
for the particular choicg ¢u=¢n, where the indeterminate form of the expression introduces
the possibility of finite value. It follows, therefore, that the summation on the right-hand
side of equation (22) can consist of no more than the single term given by the equality of m
and %k, whence

j; " 6, cos =~ ¢m Y dy Ay cosh == Zbm (w +g+ em)f cog? == ¢m y dy
2¢m sin 2¢m
= Ay cosh [ (w +5 +em):| 4[1 += 26m ]

. ‘2
Am=% sech 12%5 (fw +%+ em)J 6, cos 2—¢—"3 y dy (28)
)]
sin 2<1>m
2¢m

The above value of Ay, is in a form for a general expansion of 6, as any arbitrary func-
tion of ¥, namely, for any specified temperature along the thickness edge of the fin (i. e., along
the cylinder wall). This generality is too complicated for consideration in this paper, which

From which

1+
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has been limited to the case of 8, being constant. This condition may therefore be intro-
duced at this point into equation (23), which reduces to

sin SN ¢m
sm2¢m

This value of An used in equation (21), with the aid of equations (18) and (19), completes
the solution of the problem as & problem in thermal conduction.

For application to the purposes of this paper, it is desired to compute the effectiveness of
the fin surface, which has been defined above as the ratio of the heat dissipated by the fin fo
the heat which would be dissipated in the same time by an equal area of surface all maintained
at the constant, uniform temperature §,, which is here the temperature of one edge of the
fin. Designate this ratio as H/fH,, and retain the previous notation with ¢ for coefficient of
surface heat dissipation, remembering that # is measured on & temperature scale with its zero
chosen at the temperature of the air stream cooling the fin.

=q @uw+i) 6, H=g[0dS

SH_ 1

To integrate over the dissipating surface, we have dS=dz along the two fin surfaces for
unit length of fin and dS=dy along the edge opposite the cylinder wall.

f 6dS — 2f'a_r_m dz 42 f * b dy
0 [1]
j.w By-m ('Z.’J:-[—fm ax-w dy
f=d0 0

i
ao(w +'2->
From equation (21)
o 2¢m t
Gy_m=21;mAm cosh 5 (8~ w—g—ea ) cos Pm

An=44, sech 2¢= (4 t/2+em) 50— 24)

(25)

Oxmw =§m Ap cosh 2%5 (é ) cos %J ¥
and by substituting these values in egua:t-ion (25) and reducing the result,

® sin 2¢ |— 26 £ sinh %_E (§t+em
f= zm = tanh =~ (fw+—+ em)
w+% 1 ¢m (2¢m+sin sz ¢ 2 cosh 2%m 2¢m <w+ +Em)

2¢m (

i < 2 sin® ¢m 2

+ m (26)
1 ém (2¢m+sm 2951:-:.) cosh %= 2¢'m <w+ +5m)

t
w+§

In the use of equation (26) the terms of the summation are given by using for ¢ in succes-
sion all the real roots of equation (18)

6 tan ¢=5 (s)

g=heat dissipated from fin to air stream per unit time per unit area of fin surface per
unit temperature difference.

t=1in thickness.

k=thermal conductivity of fin material.
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From each successive value of ¢, the corresponding e is computed from equation (19):

G ]

It is obvious that equation (26) is much too cumbersome for everyday application. From
the standpoint of pure mathematics it is the equation to choose in preference to equation (5),
being based upon more acceptable assumptions and including as & special case the conditions
leading to the solution expressed by equation (5). From the mathematical viewpoint, correct
procedure would be to solve the problem in the more general form, obtaining equation (26)
for effectiveness of a fin, and then to examine the relative magnitude of the terms involved
and leave out the small ones in order as successively less exact approximations are desired.
In this way one might approach a comparatively simple formula, either equation (5) or an
equivalent, for all usual applications. In this paper an alternative presentation has been
adopted in deference to the algebraic complexity of the processes in the more general case,
and it has been deemed wise to develop first the comparatively simple solution which is good
enough to apply to most air-cooled engine cylinder work, showing how good or how bad is
the approximation by a later development of the more exact relations.

These more exact relations are too complicated for convenience. The course outlined
above can be put in practice, not by a general consideration of the magnitude of each term in the
series, but only by specific numerical computation of these terms for one or more typical sets
of conditions.

The units selected for ¢, k, and ¢ are immaterial so long as they are consistent. The factor
gt/k, which enters the computation, is dimensionless and independent of the unit system. If it
be desired to measure ¢ in inches and ¢ in Btu. per minute per square inch per degree Fahren-
heit, then it is only necessary to express %, the thermal conductivity, in Btu. per minute per
square inch per unit temperature gradient in degrees Fahrenheit per linear inch. The inter-
national units are used below. Assume:

k=0.10 calories per second per ¢cm.? per unit gradient in °C. per em.).

¢=0.008 (calories per second per cm.? per °C.).

t=0.56 cm.

w=23.0 cm.

This set of values is for a steel fin (¢=0.10) of excessive proportionate thickness (one-sixth
of the width) and large absolute dimensions, and in a very high speed wind siream. (g=0.008
probably corresponds to & wind velocity of 90 meters per second, 200 miles per hour.) These
conditions are the ones which should exaggerate the effects of “cross flow’” and dissipation
from the thin edge of the fin, the two factors included in the more complicated solution and
omitted in the simpler. - By “cross flow” is meant taking into account the two-dimensional
flow of heat in & plane section of the fin rather than treating it as linear flow from the engine
cylinder wall toward the outer edge of the fin, sensibly parallel to the flat fin surfaces and with
but a negligible component perpendicular to these surfaces or across the fin. The case selected
is therefore unfavorable to the approximate equation and should indicate the largest corrections
to it necessary in any ordinary application.

gt 0.008%0.5

2k~ o020 0020 @7)
The values of ¢, are given by the roots of—
1 1 -
¢ tan ¢=5—6 or tan ¢=m (28)

which is conveniently solved by graphical means by plotting values of tan ¢ and of 1/50¢ and
reading the value of ¢ at the intersections, namely, where the two functions equal each other
(fig. 5). The value of 1/50¢ are so small for all values of ¢ greater than that corresponding to
the first few roots that the function may be taken as coincident with the axis and cutting the
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tangent curves at ma. The first root may be read from the graph of figure 5 plotted to a scale
sufficiently open or mey be approximated amalytically by the series expansion,
3 2¢I ¢4 2¢6

. x .
tan ¢=¢+'§'+ﬁ+‘ . '1f<15<§ 0.02=¢2+—3-+ﬁ

(neglecting high powers of ¢ because it is noted that ¢ is much smaller than unity),

_ol 1265
0.1414.—q5|:1+ 3 + 15
I
A5 .
! - _
10 %
\\ 5
\ >
05
\\
N
I =
ao| %
N
o I 2 3 4

F1:. 5. Graphic solution of tap x -50_1:

To solve this it is evident that ¢ is so closely 0.1414 that the latter may be substituted for
¢* and ¢* without appreciable error in comparison with unity.
0.1414 =4 [1+0.00667 + 0.00005] ¢
=¢[140.00336]
¢=0.1414 X [1—0.00336] = 0.1409
To find the second root, ¢,, the relation tan (x+ a) =tan « is the key to the process, bearing
in mind that ¢, is so very close to « as to admit of some approximations which are very exact
while at the same time very simple. Omitting details
¢,=~+0.00835
The departure of ¢; from 2= and of ¢, from 3=, etec., is quite inappreciable, whence the values
of ¢ for equation (26) are:
6, =0.1409 ¢,=38.148 ¢,=6.28 ¢,=9.42, etc.
The next step in computation is evaluation of ey from equation (19).

z_ k_0.100_
5=0020  o=goa=12.50
~_0.020_ _0.020_ ¢
2ke, 01400 -1*19 2k, T51ag—0-0068 575 =0.0032

&4 =12.50 (0.1410)’ [1 +3 (1410043 (0141944 - - -:|=0.25356
&+ L=12.50 (0.0063)? [1 +3 (0.0083)"+ - - ] —~0.00049

e,+%=12.50 (0.0032)? [1 +% (0.0082)* + - - -]=0.00013

53006—23——45
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In substituting the values just obtained into the terms of equation (26) it is worth while to
tabulate the intermediate steps for the first term (m=1) in order to illustrate the order of mag-
nitude of the different factors and to form a guide for estimation of the changes to be expected
in using somewhat different values for & or ¢ or £ from those selected for this example.

&, = 0.1409 & +4=0.25350 wt S+ =3.2536
29,~02818 ¥ (%+61)= 0.1429 - (w+%+el)= 1.834

sin 2¢, = 027808mh2¢ t+e) 0.1434 tanh’z-;ﬁ!(w+§+el)=o.950

sin 2¢, = 0.0197 cosh g%(%l— e,)= 1.0102 cosh g%(w#%i— El)= 3.21

ot 0.2780 0050 014847, 0.0804 1. 01021
. 1{0:T400 (08508 |~ 77T 32T | T0.1409 (0.5598) 321
2

i oo sin 2¢ | 2¢ ( sinh ~¢m(2
4+ Sm = tanh == { w+ 3 +€m) B T S S
w+%2 P (2¢m +sIN2¢m) cosh 2ém <w+ +em)
: 200 /T
+ ¢ czo 2 8in® ¢ COSh—tm (§+€m) (29)
; 9m (26 +5iD 29m) coshz—q;—’“ (w + % + em)

f=0.1538{3.524 [0.950 — 0.0447] +0.4995 X 0.315} + 2, ete.
=0.1538{3.189 +0.1572} + =, etc.

sin (2r 4 0.0127) .
=0.5148+0.1538 3.14% (6.30 +0.013) tanh 12.59 (3.0005)

_sinh 12.59 (0.00049)7), 2 sin® (x+0.00635) cosh 12.59 (0. 00049)}+ z, et (30)
~ cosh 12.50 (3.0005) 5.148%6.31  cosh 12.59 (3.0008) | " meg’ **

Reduction of the terms in the above-expression (30) indicates by inspection the general
trend of each term in the later series. Cosh 12.59 X 3 is enormous and the two cosh terms in
the denominators above and in all succeeding terms are so extremely large with respect to any-
thing occurring in the numerators that the terms containing. them are inappreciable. Also,
the tanh function of a large argument is unity, whence there is left, to evaluate, only

sin (x4 0.0127) and Em sin 2¢_m
3.148 (8.30+0.013) 38 Om (2¢m+ SIN 2¢m)

where ¢ for m=3 and greater is so near a multiple of = that sin 2¢, will be inappreciable.
The numerical term above is
0.0127
515 6.31 — 0-00064

and
f=0.5148+0.1538 x 0.0006 =0.5149 (31)
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This value of f should now be contrasted with the approximate value f/ given by the simple
expression, equation (5):
’ tanh aw’ _ 2q|
S=a— o \-/ ;
g=0.008
k=0.10
t=0.50
w=23.00
w' =3.25
/0 016
V0.050
aw =1.836
tanh aw’=0.950
0.950

' =g =0.5176 ' (32)

=+/0.32=0.565

The difference between f’ and the more exact value of the effectiveness which is given by
fin equation (31) is therefore not quite 3 parts in 500, or less than 0.6 per cent.

It thus appears that the error introduced by neglecting the transverse temperature gradient
and assuming the edge correction to be simply ¢/2 added to w is less than 1 per cent in this exag-
gerated instance. In ordinary cases it is negligible entirely, for an sluminum fin, ¢=0.003
(air speed 70 or 80 mi./hr.), £=0.50, %’ =2.0 cm, {=0.15 em, =", within less than 0.1 per cent.

(2) CORRECTIONS FOR YARYING BASE TEMPERATURE AND EXPOSED ENDS.

In this proof the edge correction that has been proved to be sufficient, i. e., w-+¢/2 for w
and I4¢/2+42 for the length, will be assumed and the transverse temperature gradient
neglected. Hence, the problem becomes that llustrated in Figure 6.

X
i Fig 6

The plate of width w is replaced by the fictitious one of width w’ with the origin at the
outer or free edge, so that the plane z=wu' becomes the engine cylinder wall meaintained at a
given temperature 6,, assumed constant .as to time but not uniform with relation to the coor-
dinate z. By neglecting the transverse (y direction) temperature gradient, the fundamental
equation for the problem takes the form

>, d%_2

which must satisfy boundary conditions at the four edges as follows:

when
20
z2=0 a—z—O
08
g=U=[+t a—z—o
e ]
=0 .&“’0
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where F(2) is a prescribed function, given for any particular problem. The boundary con-
ditions for the two flat surfaces of the fin, which are cooled by the air stream, have been incor-
porated into equation (33) in the process of deducing it from fundamental considerations.

A convenient form of solution of equation (33} for this application is

8=Z2A cosh ez cos Sz (34)
where « and $ are connected by the relation
2
i1 (35)
because in the form selected for (34) the boundary conditions for z =0 and z=0 are automatically

satisfied for all values of A and e, leaving these two parameters to be determined by the remain-
ing two conditions. The requiretnent at z=1{' is satisfied if

B="r (36)
where m is any integer whatever. The solution is complete in the form

8= ZmAm COSh (\/kt + _ZT mﬂ-z (37)

provided values of A, are determinable, so that when z=w’ the function (37) identifies with
the given F(z}). This is & common Fouriers Series development and requires for A4, the value

Y Fle) cos M (38)

min?
I cosh \/ T + ——ﬁw’

It is not worth while for purposes of this paper to assume any of the more probable forms for
F(z) and complete the solution of sueh special cases. It happens that the general conclusion
which is desired, namely, the difference between the approximate value of fin effectiveness which
is given by equation (5) and the more exact value given by equation (38), is capable of being
found in terms of a general form for F(z) unreduced to special cases.

To compute the effectiveness of the fin, proceed aecording to the definition to find expressions
for the heat actually dissipated and that which would be dissipated if each portion of the fin were
at the temperature of its contiguous cylinder wall. The latter quantity of heat is:

ll
H°=2w’gf F(z) de (39)
0
and the actual dissipation is
w [V
H=2gf do;f odz (40)
o 0

From the ratio of these, the effectiveness f is

f f 6z de

(41)
w j Fle) de

When the value of 6 defined by equation (37) is substituted in (41), it contains the expression

' mzxe
cos —— dz
0 N
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which is zero except for the value m=0, and, a.ccordmgly, the Worln.ng expression for equation
(41) is much s;mphﬁed The zero term of a cosine Fourier expansion is half the formula for the
general term; that is to say, equation (38) reduces o

1 2 Y
Aﬂ=——7—— F(e) dz
21’ cosh \%tg’wlﬁ . ’

'—fw’ 1rA cosh -\/fzdxdz Z—\ Aﬂsmh\/gw
7= fF(z) dz wf F(z) dz

and

(42}

The substitution in equation (42) of the expanded form of 4, reduces the result to the form
tanh -\/ Z—tqw’ :
f= s - ' : (43)
Vi

which expression is identical with the value given by equation (5}, derived on the hypothesis
that the fin base did not vary in temperature along its length. In other words, the nature of the
variation of temperature along the base of the fin, including a uniform distribution as a special
case, iz immaterial, in so far as the function to express fin effectiveness is concerned.

(3} WEDGE-SHAPED FINS,

The complete solution for a wedge-shaped fin involves rather complicated mathematics, the
terms involved being Bessel functions with imaginary arguments. The practical form of appli-
cation of the solution, expressed in manageable form for numerical work, is to plot a curve or
series of curves giving the correction to be applied to a simple expression for the effectiveness of
the nearest equivalent parallel-sided fin. A digest of the mathematical treatment follows.

Let the fin be wedge-shaped, as shown in Figure 7, with straight sides, the thickness tapering
from a value ¢, at the fin base to a value #; at the fin tip. The fin width may be considered ex-
tended in amount £,/2 to account for the heat dissipation actually occurring from the surface
at the end () and the fictitious end is then treated as if blanketed completely. The origin of
coordinates is most conveniently located at the fictitious end and the problem is thus stated in
terms of surface dissipation along the two sloping surfaces of Figure 7, a blanket at £=0; namely,
d8/dz=0 in that plane and =6, at z=w+1¢,/2. The fin is to be considered so long (direction
perpendicular to plane of the paper) that the end dissipation is immaterial.

For derivation of the fundamental equation, consider the heat flow per unit fime in a
section dr at the point r, the corresponding fin thickness (§) being defined in terms of the angular
parameter « shown in Figure 7.

3
t=t,+2 (:v—i‘) tan e. (44)

g—:=2 tan «.
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The heat flow, per unit time per unit length of fin, at the plane z is

of

oz

(where % is thermal conductivity of the fin, ¢ the temperature at point z and z and £ as defined
in fig. 7) so that the difference between the heat flow into an elementary slice at plane z and
out at plane = + dz is

k=

08 Ot

%
2 (Lt 5—5) &z, namely, bt 00 g 4% 3 O

By means of equation (44) this expression becomes

gaz dz+2 tan a - k%id’z (45)

kt
In the equilibrium condition, this quantity of heat equals the heat dissipated by the two

elements of fin surface, namely,
: de
2¢6
cos a

(¢g=heat dissipation per unit area per unit time per unit temperature difference, fin surface to
surrounding air; 8 = temperature of fin at point z, as above, the scale of temperature used being
such as to have zero for the temperature of the air) .

0 290 -
This equation is not one for which a so]utlon may be recognized readily, the term causing
trouble being the z in the coefficient of the second derivative. By a change of independent
variable, involving considerable algebra, the equation reappears in a well-known form, similar
to Fourier’s equation, Bessel’s equation of zero order. The clue to the necessary change of
variable is furnished by examining equation (46) in the standard form with unity for the initial

coefficient,
e 2 tan o

298
d:c’+t(1 tana)+2xtana3§ kecosalt, (1—tan o) +2z tan o]

47

and trying substitutions that will simplify the coefficient of gf (It may be noted at this point

that since in equation (46) § has been expressed as a funct.ion of only one variable, z, it is un-
necessary to distinguish further between partial and total derivatives.) The change of variable
is defined by

{, (1—tan o)
2t “)
where
bz—k sihe
and the equation resulting from the transformation of (47) is
d#  1de
Zate 7.-0=0 (49)

which would be Fourier’s equation were the terms all positive. Upon substituting (iy) for g,
the equation goes into this form, whence the solution of (49), as given, is

6=AJ, (Gp)+BEK, (ip) (50)

where A and B are arbitrary constpnts and J, and K, are Bessel’s functions of the two kinds,
order zero. Before discussing briefly any properties of such functions relevant to this applica-
tion, it is well to examine the more finished form taken by the equation when 4 and B are
determined to satisfy the terminal conditions mentioned above,

g‘-;—;=0 when z=0 and §=6, when z=w* (51)
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These do not correspond to simple algebraic expressions when expressed in the variable .
' dé p do
du” 20° dzx
so that for all finite values of u the derivative df/du vanishes whenever df/dx vanishes, whence

I—tan )

2ten

t, (1—tan o)

2 tan «

:Zie 0 when p=p = 2?}/
(52)

9=0, when p=p,=2b /w+

In order to apply these conditions to the determination of 4 and B in equation (50), it is
necessary to make use of the properties of Bessel functions which have been discovered by
mathematicians working in the field. Even & brief review of such properties is far beyond the
scope of this paper.”

The Bessel function of the second kind, designated above as the K function, is, for & com-
plex variable, generally replaced by a slightly different form of function than that for which
the symbol K is common in mathematical literature. The common use of K makes it the
function related to J, so that

x? 1
Eo (:E) =10g & Jo ($)+§i—@—4)—2(1 +§)+m<1+ +—)—' LR
Accordingly, with an imaginary argument (iz), & complex relation would result,

R, (ic) =log i J. (iz) +log = J. (iz)—g-’,-@%?OJr%)—. ..

and it is convenient to take the term in log ¢ over on the left-hand side of the above equation
and define & new function which it will be noted is a real function in 2. It is beyond the scope
of this paper to consider in any deteil the properties of such functions and the reasons for select-
ing particular forms as the elements in which to express solutions. Unfortunately, there is
considerable difficulty in comprehending the literature on the subject because great confusion
occurs in the notation employed by different writers: The original extensive treatment of
complex Bessel functions is due to Hankel® and the symbol H is common for such functions
but with exasperating lack of unanimity in regard to the exact definitions of such functions,
which in the hands of various writers differ by seversl additive constants or constant multi-
pliers. For the purposes of this paper, the H function employed will be that tebulated by
Jahnke and Emde,® defined by the following series:

zs

i, G0) =247, @) log 2+ 5+ (1+3) i+ (1+5+3) mopgyt - - - [Fherelog 2011503

which it will be noted is a real function of z, since J, (i) is always real.
Rewriting equation (50) in terms of this particular form for a second solution,

0=AJ,(ip) + BiH,(ip) (53)
from which

4 = —4iJ i) + BH, )

7 Among standard texts on Bessel functions may be cited: N. Nielsen Handbuch der Theorfe der Cylinderfunktionen-Teubzer, 1604; Gray
and Matthews, Treatise on Bessel Functions, MacMiflan, 1985; 'W. E. Byerly, Foarler’s Series and Spherical Harmonies, Chap. VII, Ginn, 1902;
Jahnke and Emde, Funktiontafeln, Section XTT1, Teubner, 1902,

8 Hankel, Mathematische Annaler 1, p. 483, 1960; 8, p. 453, 1875.

8 Jahnke and Emde, Funkifonentafeln, p. 134 of 1909 edition.
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by virtue of the properties of Bessel functions that d J, (z)/dz= —J, () or & H, (z)/dz= — H, (z),
In order that equations (52) may be satisfied,

1A4J (?'.“1)
1 ?4‘1)

and A must fulfill the condition 8=6, when u=u,.
H, (ip )Ty (ns) — T, (Gp,) Hy (B

6= E IEWI)J«:("'#:J —J (1'.“1)30(7'“25 (55)

For the particular purpose of this section, it is not necessary to tabulate numerical values
of equation (55) and map the temperature distribution in the fin. The object sought here is
an expression for fin effectiveness, defined as in the preceding sections. The heat which would
be dissipated by the fin shown in Figure 7 to air at temperature zero if the fin surface were all
at temperature 8, would be (per unit length of fin per unit time)

B= (54)

’

2q cos a b0
while that actually dissipated is
wl
ANE~
from which it follows that fin effectiveness f is
' _ 1 (™8
frm | p s - (56)
From equation (48) '
do= 75 du
s ¢
S=sp0 " g, Ham (57)

There are two ways of integrating (57), which are in principal identical, and of course
lead to the same result. One is to substitute for 6/4, the value given by equation (55) and
integrate the resulting expression by using as a reduction formula

8 [oJ,@)]=2J,(@), and likewise for Z,

and the other results from noting the identity
d do) dza dé

W) T
From equation (49)
a0  dg
B =p 3—+37£
whence
oo o (:)+

Also, from (52), % vanishes for u=pu,, whence

f=[ 1 9 e J (w,)H! (i) =, ) H (b)) (58)
6w 0, 2 dul,” 20%w H, Guy)d, (tmy) — I (ay) By (opag)

In computing numerical values with equation (58), the values of z, and y, may be obtained
from equations (52) in terms of w’, ¢, and «, the geometrical constants of the fin. Where the
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fin extends to s sharp-edge intersection of its two sloping surfaces, {,=0 and therefore z,=0
and p,=2b Vi’ =2+/gw’ [k sin «. The function H, is infinite for zero value of the argument,
whence for u,=0 it is necessary to consider (58) in the form given below to avoid an inde-
terminate oofco.

o H () ey
'le(O) ‘E:(%z)—_dz(‘lﬂz) —n, 'I-Jl,('i-"z)

U —m i (59)
o) +47,(0) "TH‘;({;;‘;) 2w’ Il

f= 2bh%w’

This special case, a fin extending to a sharp edge, could, of course, be solved very much
more simply than by making it a special case of the more general problem. Recurring to
equations (49) and (50), if the condition of solution to be met is d6/du=0 when =0, familiarity
with Bessel functions shows at once that an abbreviated form of equation (50), namely

§=AJ(ip)

will meet the condition stated and at the same time have one arbitrary constant left so that the
boundary condition at z=w may be fulfilled. This method of procedure confirms very easily
the result reached in equation (59).

For the interpretation of equation (59), substitute for p, its value 2b+/w’, bearing in mind
that for ell engine cylinder fins the taper is so small that sin a=a=tan « within the accuracy

which is required by engineering practice. The value of & is then approximately% L/w, and

if we denote by fn the mean thickness of the fin which tapers uniformly from ¢, at one edge
to zero at the other, then a=¢x/w. (In this case, w" and w are identical.) The reduced expres-

sion for equation (59) is
_y i »zzw\fﬁ-:)

'”’\/ 7:% 7o '52”’\/ gm)

and expresses the effectiveness of a wedge-shaped fin in terms of its physical and geometrical
characteristics.

Following the general plan of this paper, the next step is to ascertain the difference between
f, computed by the exact formula (60) and & value f” which would result from employing the
very simple expression (5); in other words, assuming that awedge-shaped fin of moderate
taper functions nearly enough like a parallel-sided one to permit of using the formula developed
for parallel sides and then making a correction for the error introduced by this procedure.

f= (60)

tanh qw’

f'= 0’ where a=—\% A (5)

Rewriting fin terms of g,
- ‘\/5 i, (‘iaw‘\fg_)-
aw J, (law/9)

==

(61)

in which it is seen that f is an explicit function of the product ew just as is 7, so that the two
functions may be compared at any desired point. The difference is about 6 per cent for aw=1;
about 16 per cent for aw=2; and 25 per cent for aqw=3. The fin dimensions commonly em-
ployed are such that aw probably never exceeds 2 and is pretty generally less than 1. A com-
parison of the two functions is plotted as Figure 8.

It is reasonable to suppose that in all cases a trapezoid section fin would differ less in be-
bavior from that of the corresponding rectangular section fin than would a triangular section fin
of equivalent mean thickness and width, so that in using the simple expression f’ for computing
effectiveness of wedge-shaped fins, the meximum error occurring would be that corresponding

=
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to the difference between the two curves of Figure 8. It is therefore possible to use the simple
formula and apply & correction with a fairly accurate degree of approximation, estimating the
correction from the relative approach to a rectangle or a triangle of the fin section under con-
sideration. A more exact but less convenient procedure is to compile a table or set of curves
giving the exact correction under various circumstances. Such & set of curves forms Figure 9.
The derivation is as follows:

The taper of & fin may be expressed in terms of the fin width and the ratio of its thickness
at the tip (¢, fig. 7) to its mean thickness .

Let, .
t
A=g : (62)
12T T T3
L2 ktm Y TWT2 ! ! !
q =Coefficient of surface heal dissipation.
Kk = Thermal conductivity of fir.
1o i =Mear: thickness of fir.4
L |- t,=Thickness of finaf ouferedge
N w =Widthof fin. 1T
P N . 2 ifawVE)

o W ,fanhaw!
.6 S aw!

% ! \\‘\\

0 I~ —
S T
3 =

2
g 4 K- 2 6 20 o4 28

Values of aw’

F1a.8, Comperison of the two functions which express effective-
ness of a trlangular section and of & rectangular section fin. Jis
the functional symbol for Bessel’'s function of the primary type-

f 13 the complex symbol /—1. J; with an imaginary argument
is g real function, and J, i3 & pure imaginery, so that iJy ls
& real function.
Then o of Figure 7 may be expressed in terms of w, fn, and A and with no approximation
other than sin a=tan «, substitution in the expressions (52) which define y, and g, lead to

LS —_
. _tm o _ AW [y 63
fy 1—x\/}‘\/1 - (1= m=To3\ 22 (63)

where a has the value used in all the previous developments, namely, v2¢/kfn. Sinee im/w is
always small with respect to unity,

Ft_t:li'%\/;[l_% (1—x):| (64)

and the term in brackets can usually be omitted. There is a 1 to 1 correspondence between
velues of aw and approximate values of fin effectiveness, so that for any desired fin effectiveness
a suitable value of aw may be read from the curve of Figure 3, and by means of the relations
(63), (64), x, and p, may be tabulated as functions of X for any effectiveness. Values of g, and
113 80 obtained are then substituted in equation (58) and & comparison between the resulting f
and the approximate effectiveness f/ will give the corrections, as a function of the taper ratio A,
which must be applied to the approximate function f’. Such curves are plotted in Figure 9.

18 The complementary procedure Is to take stated values of A and for a serles of such va-lt-xes détermine the-cbrrectIon as a function of approu:linate
effectivenscss. This procedure has been adopted for Figure 10, where it I3 only necessery to show the curves Am0, A=0.5 and A=0.75 to permit of

. sufficlently accurate Interpolation, by inspection, of any other curve of the family for the purpose of obtaining the correctlon to f* for any taj er at
any effectiveness. .

a———



HEAT CONDUCTION IN THE FINS OF AIR-COOLED ENGINES. 699
4. CIRCUMFERENTIAL FINS.

For a circumferential fin of considerable width on the average size engine cylinder, it is not
to be expected that relations developed for a long, rectangular fin will hold without appreciable
correction. It will be shown here that the magnitude of the correction is well within the limits
which justify the procedure of employing the approximate formula, corrected when necessary,
in preference to using an exact solution of this problem with its attendant complications. The
difference in the physical behavior of & given area of circumferential fin and of rectangular
plate is perhaps most easily pictured by focusing attention on the mean circumference. When
the fin width is not small with respect to the radius of curvature of this mean, there is going to
be a considerable difference between the fin area, for a given length of this median, which is
within the mean circumference from that area outside it, whereas in a rectangular plate, the
median bisects the area. Yith such & difference in area distribution, it is clear that the tem-
perature of the median is not going to be by any means equal to that which is found at the
median of the rectangular plate. The use of the rectangular plate formulas is therefore more
in the nature of analogy than of approximation, but it is nevertheless convenient.

L../0 :,\./0
g 3 /’Lﬁgo
§.08 L.o8|- <
é- \Q \\ é A=0.5
3.04 [r——— &0 P — \ 2-04 \ A,
-~
§.02 N e B NN §.02 sl s e \\
] :J — R ~
Q [4]
L.oo /00 .00 A=/.00
é g .10 .20 .30 40 50 60 70 B0 S9 190 é 30 40 .50 .60 .70 .80 .80 100
S S Approxirnate effectiveness £

: - [ _Thuckniess of edge
raper rotio A (H e )
FiG. 9.—Wedgeshaped fins. Corrections to approximatae effectiveness

Iy Tanh aw’

Flg. 10—Wedge-shaped fins. Corrections to f'.

A further picture which may assist in visualizing the physical processes involved comes from
comparing the way in which a circumferential fin differs from & corresponding straight one to
the way in which a tapering fin differs from its analogue of uniform thickness. In the latter
case, we have practically identical surfaces with differences in the metallic conducting area
from root to tip of fin. Since the metal near the tip is less useful, removing a certain fraction
there and adding it correspondingly at the root where it is most needed results in a fin somewhat
more effective than the same average thickness fin with no taper. If, now, we take a straight
fin of uniform thickness and bend it around an arc, we do nothing to alter the metallic condue-

- tion process, but do change the disposition of surface. We get a less proportion of the surface
in near the engine cvlinder, where the temperature head is greater, and a correbpondin.aly
greater fraction out at the rim, where it is less useful. Accordingly, the curved fin is slightly
less effective than its straight analogue. The possibility of certain similarities in the mathe-
matical treatment of the two corrections, taper and curvature, thus presents itself. Asa matter
of fact, it turns out that the mathematical functions involved are practically identical, although
leading to corrections in opposite directions, as the above picture indicates. The taper cor-
rection which has just been developed in detail and found to be always a positive correction to
f' is paralleled by one for curvature, always nega.twe

The notation for the circumferentiel fins is as follows:

R.=inner radius (namely, the outer radius of the engine cylinder).

R;=outer radius (extreme fin radius).

t=fin thickness, assumed uniform.
w=FR;— R, (fin width).
r, 8, coordinates (polar) of any element of the fin.
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The other symbols employed retain the same significance as in previous sections. The
heat dissipated from the edge of the fin is to be taken into account by the method developed in
section (2) of this paper, adding /2 to the fin width. The exact correction, to give a surface iden-
tically half that of the edge, would be

1] t
s(-mr - )
but the sum of the terms following 1 is usually less than 1 per cent, and #/2 is in itseclf only a
small correction term, so that the omission of these terms causes no appreciable error.
The fundamental equation of heat transfer in a metal, expressed in plane polar coordinates,

combined with the condition for surface dissipation from both sides of each element of fin

surface, is

%, 1de_ 29
et o Oy ‘ (65)

(6, temperature at any point; ¢, coefficient surface heat dissipation; %, thermal conductivity;
t, thickness, assumed uniform). The boundary conditions are

08

—ar=0 when r= R’r=’Rr+’% (66)

6=6, when r=R,

Equation (65) is similar to (49), in fact identical with it if x/a be substituted for », whence
the form of solution is given by equation (50) or equation (53), and since the boundary condi-
tions (66) are identically those of equations (52) with appropriate values of ar instead of
and p,, it is unnecessary to discuss any details of solution of equation (65). The result may
be taken by inspection from equation (55),

o g, GaR') J, Gar) = J, (GaR'y) H, (iar) ©7)
H, GaR's) Jo GaRy) —J, Gak's) H, (Gaky)

Following the usual procedure for expressing the effectiveness of the fin surface, divide
the heat dissipated by the fin, namely,

Ry
2q| 6-2xr-dr
R,

by that which would be dissipated by an equal area of cylinder wall at temperature 6,, namely,

2¢-7 (B *— R 6, (68)
. -
2 M dr
f = ___1.?'."_.—

00 (Rflz - ch)

and upon reducing this expression to an integrated form, employing & process identical with
that used for reducing equation (57), there results as the expression for effectivemess of a cir-
cumferential fin,

f=' ZRO ?:_J‘L(?:a'Ro) H;iiath) _‘7.' Jl (?:GR’:) Hy. (‘iaRo) (69)
@ R fn""an) Jo (WRG) H1 (MRII) —Jl (WRII) Ho (WRo)

It is convenient to have the result stated in terms of the fin width and ratio of the inner
and outer fin radii.
Let

=B (70)
w=R'—R,
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From these definitions, it follows that

i pw
R[ =1_:.;' R=T—

oy (e () B (E )u( 2 B, (iaw’ £) i
P 5 o ) (B (e iy

Equation (71) may be used to give f as a function of aw’ for any specified value of p, or to
give f as a function of p for a specified value of aw’, as may be desired. Thus, two processes are
open to choice for the tabulations or charts to give the corrections to apply to the approximate
value of fin effectiveness, defined, as previously, to be the function f’=tanh ew’faw to take
account of the circumferential-shaped fin. In Figures 11 and 12 will be found sets of curves
plotted by both processes.

8

fl

100 . 00
b ©o=100
oo o2 ;.
_§ / 807‘ / E <02 L 7
R-04 ‘ > =0.80 /
3 /4 S-04 T
-0 /,/ & yd f
L7 / " S-06 > =
< / e =760
S-08 g o y
'ﬁ 8-=08 g
E /G b0 .80 L30 :E pl vudil
54
é “g‘?zrvafurgo,,, tarer firr codis3 £ %6 40 S0 50 70 B0 90 100
ratio p { w,/;e;,-’, Z:n rad# S Approxirmate effectiveness f*
e33
Fig. 11.~Circumferenttal fine. Corrections Fig. 12—Circumferentisl fins. Corrections to £/,

to approximate etfectiveness /.
1V. RECAPITULATION OF MATHEMATICAL DERIVATIONS—CONCLUSIONS.

Making four general assumptions of physical nalure which are stated and fully discussed
in the early paragraphs of Section II of this paper, it is found that the fundamental mathematics
of heat conduction lead to the expression

fr= tani:vtfzw where w’ w-[-z and a= /2-g
w=widt-h of fin. r

= thickness of fin.

g coefficient of surface heat dissipation, units of heat per unit time per unit surface per
unit difference in temperature between the fin surface and the air stream into which the heat
is dissipated.

k=thermal conductivity of the fin material, units of heat per unit time per unit cross-
sectional area per unit temperature gradient.

J'=fin effectiveness; the ratio of the heat dissipated by the fin to that which would be
dissipated in the same t—ime by an equal surface all at a temperature identical with that of the
base of the fin;i. e., the temperature of the engine cylinder wall along the line of attachment of
the fin.

The above expression for fin eﬁ'ectlveness would be rigorously exact under the following
assumptions:

(1) The temperature across the fin thickness is constant; i. e., flow of heat is linear from
base toward tip, with inappreciable “ cross flow” in the direction of smallest dimension of the fin.

(2) The fin is so long with respect to other two dimensions that the heat dissipation from
the exposed ends is an inappreciable fraction of the total.
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(3) Conditions at the exposed edge are such that the heat loss therefrom can be accounted
for by adding to the real fin width one-half of the fin thickness to get a fictitious width for use
in the equations and treating the exposed edge as though perfectly blanketed.

(4) The temperature distribution prevailing at the base of the fin is that of uniform, con-
stant temperature.

(6) The fin thickness is uniform.

(6) The fin is of rectangular contour.

By removing restrictions expressed in assumptions (1) and (3) and setting up the equations
to express exactly the thermal behavior of a fin which obeys the remaining four conditions, a
solution may be obtained which indicates the correction necessary to apply to the function f’
quoted above to take account of the error introduced by making assumptions (1} and (3).
Were this exact solution somewhat more manageable, it is obvious that proper procedure
would be to employ it directly in computations rather than as a tool to construct corrections to
an inexact formula. However, it is found to be extremely complicated and unsuited to repeated
use.. Fortunately, it proves that for any combination of geometrical and physical properties
likely to characterize an engine cylinder fin, the correction will be within 1 per cent, and for the
usual present-day designs it is only 0.1 or 0.2 per cent. It is therefore entirely negligible in
comparison with other errors inherent in applying the mathematics to practical problems.

In view of the foregoing, it is quite justifiable for all practical applications of these mathe-
matical developments to neglect entirely the slight discrepancy between the hypothetical con-
ditions outlined in assumptions (1) and (3) and the real conditions which do occur. It is
entirely satisfactory to employ the formula based on the assumption as a formula representing
very exactly the actual fin performance. Assumption (2) is also obviously valid within satis-
factory limits for any numerical work with radial fins (always long). For circumferential fins
any error due to the assumption merges into that discussed in connection with assumption (6).

The limitation expressed by assumption (4) also vanishes without requiring any modifica-
tion of the function f’. Provided that we can predicate the conditions outlined in the first
three assumptions and assume the rectangular contour imposed by (5) and (8), it is a compara-
tively simple mathematical problem to derive the expression for fin effectiveness when the
temperature distribution along the fin base is described by any arbitrary function of the coor-
dinate parallel to the fin length. The result is tanh aw’/aw’, or, in other words, the function
already quoted is equally applicable for uniform and nonuniform base temperatures.

The assumptions numbered (5) and (6) are fulfilled by few, if any, of the fins occurring in
practice, and it is therefore of prime importance to ascertain how large a deviation from the
conditions described in these assumptions may occur before the use of a formula based upon
them becomes absurd. . The exact solution for a tapered fin which is straight in its length
coordinate (i. e., a trapezoid section right prism) or for a uniformly thick circumferential fin is
not a problem offering serious mathematical difficulties, nor is the result of either solution a
prohibitively complicated expression for use in direct numerical application. But the functions
occurring (Bessel functions of both kinds with imaginary arguments) are distinctly unfamiliar
to others than specialists in mathematics, and tables of their values for numerical work are not
always conveniently accessible. It has seemed very desirable, therefore, to give in this paper
values of the differences between the exact solutions for these cases and the function
tanh aw’/aw’, so that the latter expression might always be used as the basis of a computa-
tion and corrections applied for its error. _ o

For the trapezoid section prism fin the results are expressed in terms of the fin width ()
and a taper ratio defined as the ratio of the thickness at the tip () to that at center (fu), &
uniform taper being assumed. Designating this ratio by A, it is A={,/fu. For & sharp-edge
fin A=0, while the parallel surface fin has A=1. The fin width w is corrected to w’ by adding
£,/2, 8s in the cases discussed previously. The process of computing fin effectiveness is the
following: Compute the function tanh aw’faw’, using (in “a”) for the value of ¢, the mean fin
thickness tn. Then, from this approximate value of effectiveness and the value of A, interpolate
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on the family of curves forming Figure 9 or those forming Figure 10 and read off a quentity to
be added to the approximate effectiveness. This will give the fin effectiveness as if computed
from the exact Bessel function formula. The limitations to accuracy of the method are those
imposed by the curves of Figures 9 and 10, which have been computed to the highest accuracy
convenient for the tables of Bessel functions, etc., usually at hand. Generally speaking, this
was within 1 part in 1,000 for each individual interpolation made, and for the result when all
factors and terms are brought together it is quite certain that the corrected f” is reliable vnthm
1 per cent, probably within & few tenths of 1 per cent.

For a circumferential fin, the process suggested is very similar to that just outlined for the
correction on account of taper. Results are expressed in terms of fin width w, which is the dif-
ference between the outer and inner fin radii and a ratio p of the inner radius of curvature to the
outer. It is obvious that for very small values of p, namely, the configuration approaching &
circular plate with no hole (p=0), it would be absurd to use a formula based upon a long, rec-
tangular fin and the ““corrections™ to such formula which have any real validity as corrections
are limited to the larger values of p. Between the values p=1 and p=0.5 the method is appli-
cable, but toward the Ivwer value of p the corrections become large and likewise less certain.
After increasing w by half the fin thickness to w’, compute tanh aw’/aw’ and then in terms of
this value of approximate effectiveness and p, the curvature ratio, make use of Figure 11 or 12
to ascertain the correction to be added to the approximate value to obtain the true value of fin
effectiveness. It may be noted that this correction is always negative; i. e., a circumferential
fin is less effective than the value computed from tanh aw’few’.

Summing up the foregoing paragraphs with respect to the difference between conditions
which would meet assumptions (1) to (6) and the conditions which actually prevail, it is to be
noted that only the differences concerned in (5) and in (6) have appreciable effect upon com-
putations for the fins of internal-combustion engines. In case both assumptions are violated
at once, namely, a tapering fin of circumferential type, two corrections may be applied to the
approximate function, with & somewhat less degree of accuracy than pertains to either correc-
tion alone. The correction for taper was determined on the hypothesis of no circumferential
curvature and the correction for curvature on the hypothesis of uniform thickness, whence it is
clear that if both factors are concerned the corrections applied by this method are not exact.
The deviation is a second-order error end is usually too small to be significant in industrial
applications of such a computation.

Y. EXAMPLES OF COMPUTATIONS.

For the purpose of illustrating the ease of using the formulas whose derivation has been
discussed above, a few examples are appended. These are selected from two well-known
aviation engines—the Gnome, which has steel fins, and the Lawrance, with aluminum fins.
A long, straight fin of the same width and equivalent uniform thickness is used for an initial
example, followed by approximating to (a) the taper, (b) the annular shape, of the real engine
fin. For physical mterpreta.tmn of the results of the computations, the definition of effective-
ness must be borne in mind. An effectiveness of 85 per cenf means that each small area of fin,
say, 1 cm.? or 1 sq. in., is equivalent in heat dissipating power to 0.85 as much aresa all at a
temperature identical with that of the engine cylinder well in that vicinity.

The computations illustrate in a convincing manner the relative unimportance of high
thermal conductivity for fin metal. hile the difference in effectiveness of the steel and alumi-
num #ns is quite appreciable, nevertheless it may be noted that the effectiveness of steel fins,

very thin and yei reasonably wide, is high enough that for the conditions assumed in these .

exemples it is comparable to that of aluminum fins having five times the thermal conductivity
of the steel ones. Thus, no great incentive exists, on this score at least, to employ metals of
very high thermal conductivity.
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Examprre 1.—8Steel fin, long, rectangular, uniform thickness.
Width, 1.60 cm.
Thickness, 0.08 cm.
Thermal conductivity of steel, assume 0.10 cgs. units.
Surface dissipation coefficient—assume ¢=0.003 cgs. units, corresponding probably to a

free-air speed in the vicinity of the engine of 40 to 50 meters per second, 90 to 110 miles per
hour.

w'=w+§=1 60+0. 04=1, 64

_ “2x0.003_ _
a= \/7{% TTo%0 g5 = VO- 18=0.866

aw’ =1, 420
tanh aw’ =0, 8896
tanh aw’
f= oy ————=0. 626

* The effectiveness of such a steel fin is thus about 63 per cent.

ExanpLe 2.—Sieel fin, long, rectangular, tapering.
Width 1.60 cm.

Thickness, 0.05 cm at tip and 0.11 cm at root.
Thermal conductivity of steel, assume 0.10 cgs units.
g, assume 0.003, as in Example 1.

w w+i—-—1 600+ 0.025=1.625 cm.

2% 0.008
\/ Rt \/ 0.10x0.08  O-868

aw’ =1.408
tanh aw’ =0.8870
f= tanh aw’ —.0.630
aw’

The taper factor A=t/tn is 0.05/0.08 =0.625 and from Figure 10 the correction for a taper

factor 0.63 and approximate effectiveness 0.63 is 0.03,. This correction added to 0.630 gives
0.86,.

The effectiveness of such a steel fin is therefore 66 per cent.
It is perhaps worth while to illustrate the computation of effectiveness of a tapering fin
directly from the exact equation (58) which has furnished the basis of the corrections plotted

as Figure 10.
fen ka4, () H, () —3J, G} Hy (i)
2‘?w, H () Jo (i) +1J, (agy) "'H ™)
The helf angle & (=tan &) of the wedge is 0.0187.
From this, by equations (52)

1, =2.90
ps=4.34
Jo (i) =15.17
uif, (ip) = —8.613
iy (fus) = —13.30
1H, (ip,) = 0.00487
UH, (in)= —0.0288
H, (ip,) = —0.00540

2?15——0 831

=0.831 (—8.613) (—0.00540) —(—13.30) (— 00288)
j‘(_ 0.665 (—0.0288) (15.17) + (- 3.613) (0.00487)

H Fahnke and Emde, Punktionentafeln, pp. 130-135, 1909 edition.
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ExsypLe 3.—Steel fin, circumferential, thickness uniform.

Yridth, 1.60 cm.

Thickness, 0.08 cm.

Inner radius, 5.65 cm.

Thermal conductivity of steel, 0.10 cgs. units.

¢=0.003 cgs. units.

From Example 1 the first approximation to effectiveness is 0.626. The outer fin radius,
7.25 cm. plus half the thickness, is 7.29, whence the circumferential curvature factor p=R,/R’; is
5.65/7.29, or 0.775.

From Figure 12 the correction for a circumference factor of 0.78 and approximate effective-
ness 0.63 is —0.032. Adding this to 0.626 gives 0.594.

The effectiveness of this fin is therefore approximately 59 per cent.

To illustrate the computation of the above example directly from the exact solution for an
annular fin, equation (71), instead of through the medium of & correction curve based on this
equation, the following figures are summarized: _

gy i 125) B (12)-59, (i) 7 (ios ;)
@ (+s) | (mw ) )+J ("’“‘“’);H (ww, > )

From example 1, aw’ =1.420
p=0.775
1—p=0.225

=

a-w'1L=4.89
—p

aw’

T—p= 6.32

Jo (iaw'l{—p) =24.69

i ('ia,-w’ P )= —22.00
. (ﬂ— = —84 (estimated
p
iH, (iaw'l—_—p) —0.00265
e’
H, (’i“—"’)= — 0.000605
-p
H, (iaw’ﬁ)= —0.00291

=0.615

(—22.00) (—0.000605) — (—84) (—0.00291)
(24.69) (—0.000605) + (—84) (0.00265)

NotE.—The value 84 for i/, (¢ 6.32) can not be ascertained with any precision, but by using
an identical value in both numerator and denominator, the accuracy of computation is not
vitiated more than 1 or 2 parts in 500 by the probable error. The agreement of 0.594 with 0.597
is well within the limit to be expected in the use of Figure 12.

With & steel fin having the taper of Example 2 and the curvature of Example 3, with the
remaining characteristics the same as those taken for all three examples, the eﬁectlveness would
be approximately 0.594 (Example 3) plus 0.034 for taper, or 0.63.

53006—23——46

2
aw’ (1+p)

F=0.615 =0.597
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ExaMpLE 4.—Aluminum fin, long rectangular, uniform thickness.
Width, 2.5 cm.
Thickness, 0.23 cm.

Thermal conductivity of aluminum, 0.50 cgs units.

¢=0.0030 cgs units (probably corresponding to free air speed in vicinity of engine cylinder
of 40 to 50 meters per second—90 to 110 miles per hour).

W =w+E=2.500+0.115=2.61,

a=\/ﬁ=\/m =\/o.0521 ~0.228
kit 0.50x0.23
aw’=0.597
tanh aw’ =0.535
f7=0.896

The effectiveness of such a fin is 90 per cent.

Exampre 5.—Aluminum fin, long, rectangular, wedge-shaped.
Width, 2.5 cm.
Thickness, 0.36 cm at base and 0.10 at tip, with uniform taper.

Thermal donductivity of aluminum 0.50 cgs units.
¢=0.0030, as in Example 4.

Average thickness is 0.23 em, whence, by Example 4, the value of ¢ is 0.228.

w' =w+t—2‘= 2,500 +0.050 = 2.55
aw’ =0.582
tanh aw’ =0.523
£/ =0.900

This is the first approximation to the value of effectiveness. The taper ratio A is ¢/im,
namely, 0.10/0.23, or 0.435. From Figure 10 the taper correction for A=0.43 and f'=0.90 is
+0.017, which, added to 0.900, is 0.917.  The effectiveness of this fin is therefore 92 per cent.

As a check, it is not very tedious to compute the effectiveness directly from the exact equa-
tion (58), the one used in this paper, to determine the corrections plotted in Figure 10.

f= ke 4d, (i) Hy Gp,) —2J, () H, Gu)
29’“" Fa Hl (’iﬂl) Jo (iﬂz) +":J1 (1..“1) 'L-Ho ('iﬂz)

The half angle & (=tan o) of the wedge is (0.180 —0.050/2.50 = 0.052.

i, =0.648
u,=1.264
I, (tu,y) =1.439
i, (ip,) = —0.3414
o 2, (Gp,) = —0.7669
1H,(p,) =0.185
H1(‘L}l1) = —0.745
H, (ip,) = —0.250

koy,
qu,=2.150

(—0.3414) (—0.250) — (—0.767) (—0.745) _
J=2.150 5725y (1.430) + (—0.3414) (0.185) . ° 920
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Exavwrre 6.—Aluminum fin, circumferential.
Width, 2.5 em.
Thickness, 0.23 em uniform. . o
Inner fin radius, 6.5 cm. .
Thermal conductivity of aluminum 0.50 cgs units.
¢=0.0030 cgs units, as in Example 4. ‘
From the results of Example 4, the first approximation fo the effectiveness is 0.896. The R
outer fin radius is 9.0 ecm and corrected for half the fin thickness becomes 9.11. The inner
radius being 6.5, the ratio p=R,/R’;=6.50/9.11=0.714. From Figure 12 the correction to f’=
0.90 for & circumference factor 0.71 is —0.017, to be added to 0.896, giving 0.879.
The effectiveness of such a fin is therefore 88 per cent.
Computation directly from equation (71} is as follows:

.o, p g (e ., (tew’ . P
2 T <ww T3 _p) H, (1—_p) i, (—1_p) H, (ww’ i
sl 1 . , i ’ . iawl . ‘ia, 4
W, <w'w l-p—p) ot ?ia-z—vp)+”‘ <l—p) i, (12 P)

J=
1-p
From Example 4 the value of aw’ is 0.597.
p=0.714
. aw'2—=1.490

1—p

r
W —2.087
—p

- e B \_.
Jo (ww 1——_p) 1.638
l1—p
id, (ia-w'll)= —0.9718
—p

i, )= _ 1724
iH, (iaw'lL).=o.216c5><g
= =
H, G‘f_‘ip)= —0.1247><§
: 9
H, (?Za-w’lL)= —0.2814% =
—p x

2p

ETA e

9 92
(—0.9718) (—0.1247) i—(—1.724) (—0.2814) i_

f=1.395 5 5—=0.873
(1.688) (—0.1247) =+ (—1.724) (0.2166) =

VI. APPLICATIONS OF THE EQUATIONS.

The applications of the foregoing equations to the problems of air-cooled engine design are,
of course, dependent upon possessing reliable data respecting the physical quantities which
appear as constants (mathematically speaking) in the equations. The limitations in this respect o
particularly regarding g, the coefficient of surface heat transfer, have already been discussed in —
‘the opening pages of the paper. Among the applications which suggest themselves are:

(@) Prediction of the cooling power of any specified size and spacing of fins for given condi-
tions of cylinder temperature, air stream, ete.
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() Computation of optimum dimensions of fins ** to meet any specified relations which are
not mutually inconsistent. An example of this is minimum weight compatible with & given
cooling requirement, or head resistance, or combination of the two.

In applying the equations to compute optimum dimensions, it must be borne in mind that
too much must not be expected in the way of results. There are always a number of conditions
to be met which are conflicting and for which & rigid mathematical specification of all would
render the problem unsolvable. In fin design these include maximum cooling power, minimum
weight, minimum head resistance to the air stream, adequate strength to withstand crushing
. under rough handling, a choice of metal and geometrical form consistent with the possibility of
manufacturing with reasonable convenience and without prohibitive cost, etc. The engineer
has no grounds for expecting mathematics to furnish & single inviolable solution for the optimum
dimensions of the fin that will meet best such an array of specifications, but he does have the
right to expect mathematics to furnish him definite relations in which he can weigh the various
factors. Then, according to his judgment of relative importance of such factors, he can select
the design which he considers best. It is the purpose of this paper to supply definite relations
respocting the effectiveness of cooling for fins of ordinary type.

BUREAU OF STANDARDS,

Washington, D. C., December 1, 1921.

11 Examples of optimum dimension caloulation seem best deferred to & separate paper so as to permit of more dotafled disonssion than
can be included here.
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